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“Submit therefore to God.   

Resist the devil and he will flee from you.   

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.  

Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your 

hearts, you double-minded.”   

           —James  4 : 7 – 8  (NASB) 

 

 One of the most terrifying experiences I had as 
a child was going to a professional photography stu-

dio.  Mom had scheduled a time for my 
brother and I to be photographed, so 
that she could put the picture on our 
family Christmas card.  When the ap-
pointed time was upon us, we arrived at 
the studio.  Scott and I were wearing 
matching outfits, all red and green.  I 
believe I was four years old, and he was 
all of two.  The photographer greeted us 

in the lobby area, had mom fill out the necessary pa-
perwork, and then escorted us “behind the curtain.”  
Prior to our arrival, he had set up a place for us to lay, 
side by side, where we could look toward the camera.  
He began to get us into position.  That’s when the 
trouble started.  Truth was, I had no idea why we were 
there.  And I certainly wasn’t fond of the idea of this 
stranger continually moving me and my brother 
around to get us into the proper pose.  He would grab 
my arm, shift my torso, and adjust my head over and 
over, trying to get us to look “just right.”  When he 
finished with me, then he would do the same with 
Scott.  It made me very uncomfortable.  He could tell 
that I was not amused, because the more he said, 
“Now, SMILE!” I wouldn’t.  Try as he might, there 
was no way he was going 
to coax a smile onto my 
stubborn face.  Scott 
thought the whole thing 
was hilarious.  He smiled 
and laughed the entire time.  
But, not me.  I wasn’t about to pretend we were hav-
ing a good time, because that guy irritated me to no 
end.  I did NOT enjoy being shoved closer and closer 
to my brother, or having my head and hands manipu-
lated for no apparent reason.  He handed some toy to 
me, hoping that would ease the tension.  It didn’t.  Fi-
nally, in desperation (and because I think he had an-
other appointment due to arrive), he clicked a few 
shots, hoping that one would turn out good enough for 
mom.  Our Christmas card that year featured a glori-
ous black and white snapshot of my brother and I 
sharing the joy of the season … Scott wearing a huge 
grin and me with a look of horror all over my face. 
 

 Of course, after the Christmas cards were sent 
out, the phone calls began to come in.  All of our rela-
tives and most of mom’s friends called to find out 
what my problem was.  I’m not sure that she even 
knew.  She tried to explain it the best she could … I 
was having “a bad day” … I was just “being ornery” 
… etc.  Needless to say, we never did the family 
Christmas portrait thing ever again. 
  

 The Holy Season of Lent is now upon us.  Lent 
is a time for “drawing near,” or getting close to God, 
in preparation for the Easter celebration.  It is a time 
for allowing God to clean us up.  Lent beckons us to 
be purged of anything that might hinder our relation-
ship with the Lord.  It is much like the preparation 
time of the Jewish people as they look toward Passo-
ver.  A practice they follow is to clean all of the leaven 
from their homes.  Leaven is symbolic for sin.  As 
they get rid of yeast, or leaven, they are reminded to 
get the sin out of their lives.  The author of the Book 
of Hebrews (12:1) challenges us to “lay aside every 
encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles 
us.”  Drawing near, or getting close, can be mighty 
uncomfortable.  Just like when I didn’t want to be so 
close to Scott for the Christmas picture, we often 
flinch, or draw back, when challenged to get close to 
God.  The closer we are to God, the more we see our-
selves the way He sees us.  And that can be a frighten-
ing proposition.  We oftentimes don’t want to see our 
flaws.  Being confronted about our sin reminds us that 
we’re not perfect.  But God has called us to holiness:  
“You shall be holy for I am holy!”  God desires a re-
deemed and sinless people to His servants in this 
world.  The Apostle James made it very clear – 
“cleanse your hands and purify your hearts!”  His ad-
monitions thunder through the centuries and down to 
us today.  And the very best way to do it is to get close 
to God.  I challenge you to take the time and initiative 
during this Lenten season to draw near.  Make close-
ness to God your priority.  Allow God to take control 
and flood you with His grace.  Accept His forgiveness 
and mercy.  Be cleansed and properly prepared for 
Easter.  It will make our celebration of Christ’s resur-
rection that much more meaningful. 
 

   Pastor Pete 
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Please make the following 
changes to your church 
directory: 
 

Please Add:   
Ryan and Kara Stump,  

  163 S. Zuefle Dr.,  
  McDermott, OH  45652 
 Phone Number 740-703-2152 
          Email:  kbobo-stump@shawnee.edu 

Church Leadership 
Meeting   

 

Monday, 
March 13, 2023 

at 6:30 PM 
in the Fellowship Room   

 
Please plan to attend this monthly 

meeting if you are part of the  
Leadership Team. 

PayPal can be used 
to make donations or 

for tithing.   
Just use your camera app on 
this image and you can elec-

tronically send it to our 
church. 

If you use this method, we 
just wanted to let you know 

that we are unable to provide 
an end of the year tax state-

ment.  We do not have access 
to this information through 

Paypal.   

 

Sign-up sheet on the  
Information Table at the church.  For 
more information contact Jennie 
Entler at 740-357-8349.   
 
Tickets are $25 and we will carpool 
together.  We will leave the church at 
2:00 PM. 
 
Please let her know by March 1st, so 
she can order tickets. 



 3 

 

DONATIONS NEEDED 
 

Donations of eggs, candy and 
toys to fill the eggs are needed.  
Also small prizes to give all the 
children would be greatly appre-
ciated.  Please contact Leichia 

Davis at 740-858-6455 for more 
information.  Thanks! 

 
One small request, if you fill your eggs 

with money, please let us know, so we can 
make sure some go to each age group. 

Thank you. 

Easter Egg Hunt 
 

Palm Sunday, April 2nd  
 Right after morning worship service  

at the Fire Station 

Nauvoo to host Lenten Service 
March 12th at 6:00 PM 

 

If you would like to donate cookies, brownies, 
cookie bars, etc. for this service, please no cakes 

or pies.  There is a sign-up 
sheet on the information table 
in the church.  Questions???   

Contact Sondi Conley or  
  Jennie Entler 

 

Children's Easter Program 
 

Sunday, April 2nd 
11:00 AM 

 

during Morning  
Worship Service 
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 Nauvoo United Methodist Church 
2023 Budget 

 
 

Account #    Account Description   Budget Amount 
 1000    APRMT Conf Apportionments   8,256. 
 1010    APRMT Gen Church Apportionments  5,390 
 1050    APRMT Shawnee Valley District   2,337 
 1100    Van          500 
 1200    Choir Expenses        500 
 1300    Church Utilities              15,000 
 1400    Conference Expenses     1,000 
 1500    Custodial Supplies        400 
 1510    Custodian’s Salary     3,000 
 1600    Education/Literature     1,200 
 1700    Evangelism      2,000 
 1800    Fellowship Activities/Service Stewards  2,500 
 1900    Flowers/Bible/Gifts        750 
 2000    Insurance-Church/Parsonage/Van   7,000 
 2100    Lift Expenses          — 
 2200    Miscellaneous      2,000 
 2250    Missions      4,000 
 2300    Office Supplies/Repairs    1,700 
 2400    Pastor’s Poor Fund        500 
 2500    Parsonage Utilities     7,500 
 2600    PERSONNEL Fed/Fiscal Withholding  2,300 
 2610    PERSONNEL Pastor’s Reimbursements             6,000  
 2620    PERSONNEL Pastor’s Hospitalization           21,548  
 2630    PERSONNEL Pastor’s Pension            16,300 
 2640    PERSONNEL Pastor’s Salary            38,126 
 2650    PERSONNEL Secretary’s Salary   3,000 
 2660    PERSONNEL State of Ohio W/H      100 
 2670    PERSONNEL Treasurer’s Salary   3,600 
 2680    PERSONNEL Worker’s Comp      812 
 2700    Pianist          300 
 2800    Postage         300 
 2900    Pulpit Supply         450 
 3000    Real Estate Taxes     1,800 
 3100    Scholarship      2,000 
 3400    Trustee Improvement              10,000 
 3500    Special Activities        — 
 3600    Youth                    500   
   3700    Children                 1,500  
   3800                     
      TOTAL            $174,169 

Our Sympathy To The Friends and Family of: 
 

Janet Warner, stepmother of Mike Warner 
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OFFERINGS 

 
January 29  $4,235.00 
February 5  $3,450.00 
February 12  $2,325.00 
Feb 19   $3,853.00 

ATTENDANCE 

 
January 29  43 
February 5  63 
February 12  61 
February 19  66 

Nauvoo Church, 
 Thank you for your assistance 
with the Pauline Conley mercy dinner.  
The food and help allowed a large fami-
ly to gather in her honor for a wonderful 
meal together.  Oldtown Church is grate-
ful for everything you did to help honor 
Pauline.  It is a wonderful blessing to 
have a sister church willing to help.  
Thank you for caring!  
 Oldtown Church 

 Thanks for your heartfelt love, prayers, and support for our 
family.  You will remain in our hearts forever. 
 God Bless you all, Bev, Cathy, Mike, Tim  
    The Conley Family 

 On behalf of Our Daily Bread Ministries, I would like to 
thank you for you support, encouragement, and prayers.  For more 
than 80 years, our mission has been to make the life-changing wis-
dom of the Bible accessible and understandable to all. 
 While on recent trips to our global office, I took the oppor-
tunity to focus on one key metric:  12 million people read, listen to, 
or watch our devotional and additional content regularly.  Actually 
that number is low as we have no way to count the readers in pris-
ons, hospitals, homeless shelters, and the myriad of other ways peo-
ple encounter our devotional content. 
 With your help, we are fueling a movement of people who 
are seeking to grow closer to Jesus.  These individuals come from 
different cultures, speak different languages, and attend different 
churches, but when they read our devotional they are united togeth-
er in a shared desire and in a shared activity.  What an awesome 
responsibility God has entrusted to us. 
 We know that we cannot do this alone and we are so thank-
ful for your continued support of Our Daily Bread Ministries.  
Thank you again for your prayers and support. 
     Dr. Matt Lucas 

 I am writing on behalf of The 
Red Bird Missionary Conference, inc 
and Staff, Pastors, Churches, and Out-
reach Ministries.  Thank you for your 
generous support for the ministries of 
RBMC. 
 We try in every way to be good 
stewards of what we are given for the 
work of the Kingdom of God through the 
RBMC.           Rev. Jim Savage 

 Oldtown Church is appreciative or your donation of $50 in 
memory of Pauline Conley.  She was a cherished member of our 
church.   Thank you again for your donation. 

Dear Nauvoo UMC, 
 Thanks again for your continued support for House of Faith Orphanage.  We appreciate all that you do 
for us.  Keep us in your prayers. 
 Haiti is still in troubled times, but God is in control and we expect Him to bring peace to Haiti.  The 
people want to live peaceable lives just like us.  May God continue to bless you all. 
      Love, “Mom” Barb Richter 
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Leadership Team Highlights– Monday, February 13, 2023 
 

Attendance (12):  Pastor Pete Shaffer, Tim Renn, Butch Cook, Paul & Sondi Conley, Karen Ciraso, Jennie Entler,  
Roger Cunningham, Linda Horner, Jamie Prater, JR Holsinger and Rhonda Hammond.    
TREASURER REPORT:  Jennie Entler 
 Beginning Balance:        $16,359.30 
 Offering:          13,856.66 
 Expenses:                        <14,234.54> 
 Ending Balance:              $16,926.10 

 
Offerings are under $615.22 per week.   
We received an additional $2,000 donation for the sound system. 

 
PASTORS REPORT:  Pastor Pete 

Accepted 4 new members    Lenten Services begin 2/26 
 

Pastor’s schedule: 
 SUN  2/19  8:00 PM Chrysalis Talk 
 MON  2/20  7:30 PM OVFA 
 
TRUSTEE REPORT:  Roger  Cunningham  

A couple shingles have blown off the church parsonage.  Roger called Gutterman about this but has not heard back.  
He is getting an estimate for roof replacement from them and some others.  Ceiling will need to be fixed along with 
a couple windows that need replaced.   

Going to get prices for shingles and metal.  There is currently 2 layers of shingles, so they will have to be torn off and 
get any bad sheeting replaced. 

There is a crack in the ceiling above where Pete preaches and Cindy said there was some plaster pieces on the floor.  
Going to check it and see if there is a new problem because the crack has been there for a long time. 

Something needs to be put on the new ramp because it’s slippery when wet.  Something will be done as soon as the 
weather warms out and dries up.  The things they want to put on the ramp are sticky backed and the wood has to be 
really dried out for them to adhere to. 

 
SERVICE STEWARDS:  Sondi Conley 

Ready to do what needs to be done as the need arises. 
38 signed up for the Valentine Dinner.  It will be catered by Ollie’s.  Jennie and Sondi and Trish have it all under con-

trol.  Zoe and Paisley will be babysitting and they will have pizza.  Kenna is the only one. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

Easter Egg Hunt—Sunday, April 2nd, Palm Sunday, after Morning worship services at the Fire Station. 
Children’s Easter Program—Cathy Coleman and Bev Mignerey will do it during Morning Worship on Aprl 2nd, Palm 

Sunday. 
Disaffiliation Papers—Pete and Pat Ciraso have been working on this together, because Oldtown Pastor is sick. 
Our letter was sent but we have not received a date from the DS.  We need to send them membership list, deed search  

When we went from EUB to NUMC everything should of automatically switched to NUMC. 
We have to contact a Title search company.  Need someone fast as there is a March 15th Deadline if we want it voted 

on at Annual Conference in June.   
There will be a third round in the fall.  Do we want to wait? NO 
We have NO DEBT and NO RESTRICTED GIFTS. 
Have to let the  people of the church know that they don’t have to leave the United Methodist Church.  If they want to 

stay then we have to tell them the local churches that are staying United Methodist. 
When we finally get the vote date—you have to be present to vote, no absentee voting, no proxy.  If you aren’t a mem-

ber, you won’t be allowed in.  It will be a secret ballot. 
 

Tim closed the meeting and Butch said the closing prayer.   
Next meeting will be Monday, March 13th at 6:30 PM.   
Minutes submitted by Rhonda Hammond. 
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Nauvoo United Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

6:00 PM 

2/26  Oldtown UMC    Ed Litteral 
3/5  Haverhill UMC    Dennis Bell 
3/12  Nauvoo UMC        Perry Prosch 
3/19  South Webster Christ UMC  Tom Charles 
3/26  Minford UMC    Bobby Morrow 
4/2  Wheelersburg UMC   Pete Shaffer 

mailto:pastor@nauvooumc.org

