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   “For you have heard of my former manner 

of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute 

the Church of God beyond measure, 

 and try to destroy it.”  

            —Galatians 1:13  (NASB) 

 

 Some friends of mine recently purchased a 
home.  It’s definitely not a new home, but it is 
new to them.  I remember that house from my 

growing up years.  There was 
a family which lived there, 
whose sons I knew.  Those 
boys were all a bit older than 
me, but when you grow up in 
the same town, you get to 
know folks rather thoroughly.  

The father of the household made a decent living, 
and the mother was a homemaker.  The house al-
ways looked nice on the outside, but I was never 
inside.  They kept the yard in good order.  The 
flower beds which lined the driveway were al-
ways filled with beautiful geraniums and other 
brightly colored plants.  It was located in a nice 
neighborhood with other houses that were appeal-
ing and inviting. 
  

 However, I was visiting with my friend the 
other day, and I asked him about the house.  His 
response kind of shocked me.  He told me that be-
fore he and his wife could move in, they had to do 
some major repairs and remodeling.  He explained 
that they had to remove most of the drywall down 
to the studs.  The house needed to be completely 
rewired so it could meet their modern electrical 
needs.  Water lines had to be replaced to meet the 
demand for plumbing issues.  He had hired a con-
tractor, and he and his crew were working very 
hard to basically redo the entire interior.  They de-
cided to add an extra family room, so that there 
would be room for their children and grandchil-
dren.  The house had two bathrooms, which were 
both gutted and redone.  It had become an ex-
tremely overwhelming job. 
  

 However, they finally are beginning to see 
the light at the end of the tunnel.  
They’ve been able to purchase 
new appliances for the remod-
eled kitchen, and put down 
flooring throughout the house.  

It won’t be long before their furniture can be 
brought in, and the house can be decorated to give 
it that “homey” touch.  I know they are excited to 
be in the final stages of getting this house in order, 
and that they can live their retirement days in a 
nice, functional and gorgeous home. 
  

 When writing to the Christians living in 
Galatia, the Apostle Paul needed to remind them 
of his past.  He admitted to them that he had been 
brought up in the Jewish faith, and that he had 
gained stature and prestige as a rabbinical student 
and, ultimately, as a Pharisee.  He was extremely 
loyal and was deeply devout.  But when people 
began confessing Jesus as the Messiah, his loyalty 
took on a new meaning.  Paul began persecuting 
the Christians.  He was totally in favor of putting 
them to death.  He had a hatred for anyone who 
would desecrate the Jewish faith.  He was charged 
with going around the countryside to gather up 
those who confessed Jesus and do as he pleased 
with them.  He had a dark and evil heart and his 
mindset was so sad. 
  

 Then, God did His miraculous work in 
Paul, and everything changed … from the inside 
out.  He claimed that God “called me through His 
grace … to reveal His Son in me.”  Not “to” me, 
but “in me.”  God gutted Paul’s atrocious mind 
and He ripped out everything in Paul’s heart that 
would hinder him from living a 
life worthy of the gospel mes-
sage.  That way, Paul could be-
come the Apostle and messenger 
to the Gentiles that the Lord 
needed him to be.  Paul’s out-
look changed from hatred and 
rage to love and hope. 
  

 In other words, God became a contractor of 
the highest and most important nature.  And the 
good news is, God is still in the same business.  
He still changes lives from the inside out, ridding 
people of their irrelevant and irreverent past, mak-
ing them new on the inside.  He can do miracu-
lous things in the life of anyone who would, by 
faith, accept the offer God extends through Jesus.  
It doesn’t matter how young or old a person is, 
they just need to come to Jesus … just as they are. 
    

       Pastor Pete 
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Please make the following  
changes to your church  
directory: 
 

Page 29:  Lar ry & Linny Living-
ston’s Phone Number should be 858-
2563 not 2503. 

Church Leadership 
Meeting   

 

The first meeting of our newly 
formed Leadership Team will be on  
Monday, January 9th at 6:30 PM  

in the Church Fellowship Room.   
 

Please plan to attend this monthly 
meeting if you are part of the  

Leadership Team. 

Will meet on Monday, January 2, 
2023 at 1:00 PM at Sonoras, 82 Rob-

ert Lucas Rd, Lucasville.  If you 
would like a ride or to carpool, they 

will be leaving the church parking lot 
at 12:30 PM.  For more information, 
contact Mary Maple at 740-858-3909 

or Trish Shaffer at 740-858-2307. 

Saturday, January 7, 2023 
 

Beginning at 9:00 AM  
until 2:00 PM 

 
Lunch will be provided.   

 
It’s not too late to join!!! 

 
Contact Pastor Pete for  

more information. 
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1 Becky Sparks 
1 Pam Richards 
1 Roy Lucas 
3  Gabby Sparks 
5  Gary Sparks 
6  Braelynn Whitman 
9  Dick Riddle 
10 Ben Sparks 
11  Joyce Coleman 
14 Cathy Coleman 
16 Janet Weghorst 
17 Spencer Cutlip 
23 Karen Ciraso 
26 Diann Cook 
28 Michael Davis 
31  Kayla Ballengee 
31 Jason Ballengee 
31 Barb Warner 

9 Pastor Pete & Trish Shaffer 
28 Kenny & Garnet Renn 
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Veterans Recognized 
 

Vets attending the morning wor-
ship service on Nov. 13, 2022 in-

cluded L-R:  Danny Maple,  
Tim Wellington, David Lester, 
Mike Warner and Paul Conley.  

 
Thank You For Your Service! 

The Great Exchange! 
Two dozen people enjoyed the Cookie Exchange 
on Dec 5th. Jennie Entler and Linda Horner were  
hostesses and decorated the room with a snowman 
theme.  Besides the cookie exchange, there were 
refreshments, games, and door prizes.  
 
Pictured Clockwise from above right: The Liv-

ingstons donned some of the snowmen hats.  Linny, Sarah, Noah & 
Larry.  Allison Hurley and Lori Holsinger, L-R:  Emily, Rhonda 
and Angel Hammond, Ruth Mershon & Wilma Gore.  Front is 
Mary Maple.  Noah Lituchy with multiple snowman hats. Linda 
Horner leads the group in singing “Frosty The Snowman.” 
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Painting Party!! 
With step-by-step instructions 
12 ladies tried their hand at 
painting a wintry scene on  
December 17th.  The event was 
hosted by Cindy Hurley and her 
daughter Allison Hurst.  They 
served a light meal with Christ-
mas goodies. 
  Everyone had a great time! 
Pictured Left: 

Tammi Easterday (Trish’s sister)
& Trish Shaffer  
Right: Cindy Hurley 

Left: 
Delaney  
Maple 
 
Right:  
Kima 
Lauder  
and  
Jennie 
Entler 

Pictured Below with their final paintings, L-R, Front:  Allison Hurst, Allie Jordan, Brooklyn Johnson, Sophia 
Terry, and Delaney Maple  Back:  Whitney Lewis, Cindy Hurley, Kima Lauder, Tammi Easterday, Trish Shaffer, 
Jennie Entler & Mary Maple 
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OFFERINGS 

 
Dec 4   $3,633.00 
Dec 11   $2,904.00 
Dec 18   Not available 
Dec 25   No Service 

ATTENDANCE 

Dec 4    62 
Dec 11    62 
Dec 18  104 
Dec 24    79 
Dec 25  No Service 

Our Sympathy To The Friends and Family of: 
 
John Green, brother-in-law of Donnie & Pam Richards 
 

 

 Thanks for your November donation to House of Faith 
of Orphanage.  We appreciate your faithfulness to us.  May 
God give each of you a Blessed Christmas and a Joyful New 
Year 2023. 
 

 Thank you so much for your donation for December.  
It is nice that God still talks with people and he supplies all 
the needs.  God never fails and always keeps His word to sup-
ply the needs of  
House of Faith Orphanage. 
 Haiti needs so much prayer.  I am praying that God 
will take care of these gangs that are making havoc on the 
good people of Haiti.  I pray using Deuteronomy 9:1-3 
against these evil people who kill, kidnap, and have no regard 
for other Haitians. 
   Love, “Mom” Barb Richter 

 Thank you!  The dear  people you just helped with 
your gift to UMCOR may never have the opportunity to meet 
you, but if they did, I am certain their response would be—
Thank you! 
 And through your financial support you are serving 
within a vital network of interactive relationships in the US 
and in more than 60 countries in which UMCOR and partner-
ing agencies engage in direct ministry to persons in need.
  
 May we continue to reveal the love of God for men, 
women, and children of all ethnic, racial, cultural, and nation-
al backgrounds and to demonstrate the healing power of the 
gospel with those who suffer.   
 Grace and Peace, Roland Fernandes, UMCOR gen. sec. 

 Thank you for your commitment to 
sharing the gospel with families who are 
living with disability.   
 Joni has been known to say that dis-
ability ministry is not disability ministry 
until those with a disability are ministering! 
That’s our goal:  sharing the hope of Christ 
with individuals living with disability, and 
the co-laboring with them, and with you, to 
spread that reach even farther.   
 Again we thank you; may you know 
that because of you, a real difference is be-
ing made in the lives of people with disabil-
ities and their families all over the world.   
     Joyfully, Joni and Friends 
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The Children’s Play Was a Hit!   
Directed  by Cathy Coleman and Bev Mignerey, 
the children presented the play “Wow, A Christmas 
Nativity” on Sunday, December 17th.  The story 
was told by Tim Renn, Narrator, along with Angie 
Renn and Heather Howard as Angels, while the 
children acted out the scenes.  
Everyone did a great job! 

Angie Renn as an angel with Tim Renn, Narrator 

Mary and Joseph with an angel.   

Left :  The Animals 
Above Right : The Wise Men bow before the Savior 

The Manger Scene 
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Nauvoo United Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 
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