
   

 

   The Nauvoo News          2022 

“And all who heard it wondered at the things 

which were told them by the shepherds.  But 

Mary treasured up all these things,  

pondering them in her heart .”  

           —Luke 2:18-19  (NASB) 

 
 When I was growing up, one of our Christmas 
traditions was to spend Christmas Eve evening with my 
dad’s extended family.  He had 6 siblings, and when the 
whole bunch, including in-laws, cousins and friends 
made their way to 305 E. 2nd Street in Chillicothe, at my 

grand-parents’ house, it be-
came quite the gathering.  
There was always lots of 
food, plenty of laughter, 
much story-telling, and just a 
pinch of Christmas excite-
ment.  I was the oldest grand-
child, and I learned the drill 
rather quickly.  We would 

gather, then eat, and then open gifts.  For a few years, 
my brother and I made out like bandits, because we had 
no competition.  All of our aunts and uncles brought us 
presents.  There was always a car load of toys to take 
home at the end of the evening.  But soon, other cousins 
started invading our territory, and garnering some of the 
attention away from us.  It really didn’t bother me too 
much, though.  I got along very well with my cousins, 
and was glad to share the wealth with them, so to speak. 
  

 One year … I think I was around 6 years old … 
mom and dad bought my grandmother an electric blan-
ket for her present.  Mom wrapped it up, allowing Scott 
and I to assist her, as it was in a rather large box.  Once 
it was completed, we were both sworn to secrecy so 
grandma would be surprised.  When Christmas Eve fi-
nally arrived, we made our way to 2nd Street.  Upon arri-
val, mom loaded my brother and I up with gifts and 
packages and told us to carry them inside.  She laid 
grandma’s box in my arms, and sent me on my way.  
Once inside the back door, I sped through the TV room 
and into the kitchen.  Now, they lived in a “shotgun” 
house.  In order to get to the 
Living Room, where the Christ-
mas tree and all the presents 
were, one had to traverse 
through the kitchen first.  My 
mind was on one thing only – 
to get to the Living Room and 
check out the presents already 
under the tree, knowing that many of them would have 
my name on them.  Just before exiting the kitchen, I 
looked at my grandmother and said, “Here’s your elec-
tric blanket, Grandma!”  I quickly laid the present on the 

kitchen counter and sped to the Living room.  The room 
erupted with laughter.  Well, almost everyone laughed.  
Mom stood there, her mouth agape, and probably not 
knowing whether to giggle or cry. 
  

 I didn’t think about it then, but as I recollect that 
incident, I really didn’t “spill the beans” all that much.  
Until grandma tore off the wrapping paper, ribbon and 
bow, and opened the box, she still didn’t exactly know 
what she was getting.  She had to open the box in order 
to find out what color it was, how it operated, or how 
big it was.  She had to open the box to see it, touch it, 
and, most importantly, use it.  If she had left it in the 
box, with all the pretty ribbons and wrapping paper in-
tact, it wouldn’t have been much use to her.  If someone 
had asked her, “Hey, what’s in the box?”  She could’ve 
replied, “Oh, that’s my new electric blanket,” but that 
would’ve been only half of the story.  As I recall, she 
did open the box, she did put the blanket on her bed, and 
she did use it to keep warm. 
  

 When Jesus was born, God told many what was 
about to happen.  He told Mary first, then He told Jo-
seph.  He told the shepherds outside of Bethlehem.  He 
told the Magi in a far away land.  He shared the news of 
the birth of His son … a Savior for the entire world … 
with many.  And yet, the Scripture says that the only one 
who really got it was Mary.  She treasured the entire ex-
perience of Jesus’ birth in her heart.  The shepherds 
came and went.  The Magi brought gifts, but snuck out 
of town before King Herod could corner them.  Mary 
was the only one who “opened the box.”  She recog-
nized Jesus from the very start.  She understood that He 
was Messiah … Emmanuel … “God with us.”  What 
God had revealed to her made a difference.  Mary did 
not leave Jesus, or His story, in the cave.  She carried it 
with her the rest of her life. 
  

 God has revealed His plan for redemption and 
salvation to all of us.  Many of you, reading this article, 
have heard about Jesus and the Biblical plan of salva-
tion.  Some have accepted Christ and know the joy of 
grace and forgiveness.  Others have listened, but are yet 
to receive the gift God has announced to us all.  I pray 
that you will accept the gift of God, and receive Jesus as 
your personal Savior.  It will be the most important gift 
you ever receive.  God bless you and Merry Christmas! 
   

   Pastor Pete 
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5:30 

Poinsettias to adorn  
our church for Christmas 

 

We will once again be selling poinsettias in honor and in 
memory of our loved ones.  Flowers will be $12.00 each. 

 
If you would like to purchase one,  there is an order form 
enclosed in this newsletter or you can get one from the in-
formation table at the church or in the Sunday morning bul-
letin.  Also you can just write your name on a piece of pa-
per along with the name or names of the loved ones that 
you want to honor or have the poinset-
tia in memory of and send it along 
with a check to: 
  Nauvoo UMC 

1410 5th Street 
West Portsmouth, OH  45663 

Children’s Christmas 
Program 

 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 

 

during Morning Worship  
Service beginning at  

 

11:00 AM 

CHRISTMAS PAINT PARTY 
 

Join us on  

Thursday, December 15th  
6:00 PM 

NUMC Fellowship Hall 
 

$30 includes all paint supplies  
Instructed step by step by Mary Hess. 
Light refreshments will be available. 

RSVP (Allison Hurst or Cindy Hurley)  
by Sunday, December 11th   

Sunday, December 18 
4:00 PM 

 
We will meet at the church and go in 
cars/vans to visit people that need a 

Christmas blessing. 
 

For more information, contact Jamie 
Prater at 740-357-1702 
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Church Committee  
Meetings   

 

It’s important that all committee members 
be present at scheduled meetings.  Be sure 

to contact the Chairperson if you are unable 
to attend. 

 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee 
No meeting in December 

 

Administrative Board 
Monday, December 12 @ 6:30 PM 

CHAIR:  Tim Renn 
 

Trustees 
No meeting in December 

CHAIR:  Roger Cunningham 

 

CHRISTMAS COOKIE EXCHANGE 
 

MONDAY, December 5th 
6:00 PM—??? 

Church Fellowship Room 
 

Prepare your favorite HOME BAKED cookies in individual  
packages of SIX… 

 
You will exchange the number of packages of SIC cookies for different pack-
ages of SIX cookies.  (For example:  bring 3 dozen cookies and take home a 
variety of 3 dozen cookies without doing all the work of preparing so many 

different kinds of cookies.) 
 

Come our for a great night of cookies and fellowship. 
(Bring a few extra cookies to share.) 

 
Any questions, please contact Jennie Entler at 740-357-8349. 

JUNIOR CHURCH 
Dec 4—Lori & Leichia 
Dec11—Cathy Coleman 

Dec 18—Children’s Christmas Program 
Dec 25—Misti Cunningham 

 
DRIVERS 

Dec 4—JR Holsinger 740-821-3849 
Dec 11—Jamie Prater 740-357-1702 

Dec 18—Brock Entler—740-357-8350 
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Pick up your  
2023 Calendar 

 at the  
Information table  

in the  
Church Sanctuary. CALENDARS AVAILABLE! 

Answers on page 7 
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30 Scott & Leichia Davis 
BIRTHDAYS 

2  Myles Mitchell 
3  Michael Mitchell 
5 Jamie Prater 
 Tim Renn 
15  Loreen Maple 
17 Vivienne Duncan 
18 Paul Lauder 
19 David Maple 
20 Nathan Lauder 
21 Brody Scott 
24  Paisley Wellington 
26 Ethan Cole 
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OFFERINGS 

 
Oct 30   $3,510.00 
Nov 6   $3,210.00 
Nov 13   $2,726.00 
Nov 20   $3,139.00 
Nov 27   $1,836.00 

ATTENDANCE 

Oct 30  67 
Nov 6  69 
Nov 13  52 
Nov 20  38 
Nov 27  65 

 For many months we prayed, planned and prepared for our 
17th annual Walk for life.  We asked and God provided!  The Walk 
was a success in raising funds to continue this much-needed minis-
try.  In addition, we were able to show the community that we be-
lieve in something so strongly, we were willing to walk through 
Portsmouth in the cold rain to show our support for CRADLE and 
our belief that all life is a gift from God and worth protecting.  It 
was a wonderful sight to see so many people show up for the Walk 
even in the rain.  Thank you for all for the support you have given! 
 When you give of yourself to this ministry, whether it is 
your time, support, prayers, or donations, you are investing in lives. 
You are sowing a seed, allowing the gospel to be shared, providing 
for needs both physical and spiritual.  You are making a positive 
difference in the lives of our clients and their families.  The best 
thing about this ministry is that we are able to provide the Gospel to 
the lost.  This is a work with eternal rewards.  Since the Walk for 
Life last year, we have had the tremendous blessing of seeing 
twelve souls saved while being counseled at CRADLE.  God is at 
work here!  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above.  
We praise God for all the He is doing! 
 Thank you so much for giving to this ministry!  CRADLE 
runs solely on the generosity of our donors that God sends to us.  
You play an essential role in this ministry by allowing us to contin-
ue to reach the lost for Christ and help those who are in need.  Your 
donations are a great blessing and will go towards helping us change 
the world, one life at a time. Thank you!   
   Mandy Arthur, Executive Director 

 We thank all for their love and kindness with your donation.  We appreciate it very much.  Our orphanage 
director, Bato, was in the US visiting a relative for his vacation for about 10 days.  In the meantime, Haiti was in 
lockdown.  The gangs had shut down the roads, the gas, and the food supplies.  When Bato tried to go home, his 
lookout man told him it was not safe to come back.  So six weeks later, he and his family were still waiting in Flor-
ida to get back to House of Faith Orphanage, that he had left in reliable hands. 
 Just last Wednesday (Oct 26), much prayer went up for him and we prayed that he would be invisible to the 
enemy when he arrived at the airport.  When he came out the gate, there were 3 men with guns.  His family just got 
on a bus and got back to the orphanage.  He heard on the news that men were kidnapping at the airport.  God pro-
tected them and made them invisible.  We praise God for answered prayer. 
 Your donation will help the orphanage to meet the high demands for finding food and gas if it can be found 
on the black market.  I hear the US might intervene in this crisis.  Keep Haiti in your prayers.  Only God can cor-
rect the problem and bring peace to this country.    Love, Barb Richter 

MEETING 
 

Wednesday, 
 December 7th 

 at  
6:00 PM 
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Administrative Board Highlights for Monday, November 14, 2022 
 

Attendance (10):  Pastor Pete Shaffer, Tim Renn, Paul & Sondi Conley, Karen Ciraso, Jennie Entler, Lar-
ry & Linny Livingston, Trish Shaffer, and Rhonda Hammond.    
 
PASTORS SCHEDULE: 
 THR  11/17    Portsmouth Christmas Parade with Santa Float 
 SAT  12/3   8:00 AM Speak at Men’s Breakfast in S. Shore 

MON  12/5  12:00 PM Cluster @ VUMC    
SAT  12/10     6:00 PM Fire Department Christmas Dinner 
 
TREASURER REPORT: 
 Beginning Balance:        $18,592.15 
 Offering:          17,321.17 
 Expenses:                        <15,214.67> 
 Ending Balance:              $20,698.65 

 

Offerings are under $376.00 per week.   
Apportionments have been paid. 
Pete switched his cell phone from Sprint to AT&T and it cut the monthly cell phone bill in half. 
Jennie suggested that we make a donation to PWES for the 4th grade hygiene program.  A check was given to 

Donnie for the down payment on the new sound system.  Donnie personally took the check and paper-
work to the company. 

Budget meeting-December 7th at 6:00 PM. 
 
TRUSTEE REPORT:  met on October  24th  

Made sure all was ready for Night the Light 
Donnie came to Jennie and told her that the projector bulbs are on their last leg.  Donnie is going to check 

into getting some more.  Maybe see if the people putting in the new sound system can install them since 
they will have ladders and stuff out for the upgrade of the sound system. 

New garbage disposals were installed in the Parsonage and in the kitchen in the Fellowship Room. 
No Trustees meeting in December since the scheduled meeting is December 26th, the day after Christmas. 
 

PPRC REPORT:  met on November  12th  
Discussed Pete’s schedule 
Light the Night 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  
Driver list—we had 3 sign up.  Will start rotating them on Sunday, November 27th.  Notices will be put in 

bulletin and newsletter. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

Decorating for Christmas on Monday, November 28th.  This will also be a working Trustees meeting.  1st 
Sunday in Advent is November 27th, so the Advent candles need to be out.  Pete is going to tell Diane 
Reese and it was even said that Paul would make a pot of chili. 

Poinsettias need to be ordered early because they will be coming on Friday, December 16th.  They will be 
ordered and remain at $12. 

 

Pastor Pete said the closing prayer.    
Next meeting will be Monday, December 12th at 6:30 PM.   
Minutes submitted by Rhonda Hammond.   

1—AWAY IN A MANGER 2—SILENT NIGHT 3—THE FIRST NOEL   4—HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
5—DO YOU HEAR WHAT I HEAR? 6—I HEARD THE BELLS ON CHRISTMAS DAY    7—O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL 
8--JOY TO THE WORLD     9--O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM               10—GOD REST YE MERRY GENTLEMEN 
11—O, COME ALL YE FAITHFUL 12—GOOD CHRISTIAN MEN, REJOICE        13—GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 
14—O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL   15—GOOD KING WENCESLAS  16--ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
17—WE THREE KINGS OF ORIENT ARE    18—LITTLE DRUMMER BOY   19--O HOLY NIGHT  
20—WHAT CHILD IS THIS?        21—-MARY, DID YOU KNOW? 
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Nauvoo United Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

Between 3:00 and 4:00 PM, as each family arrives they will be 
given an ornament to take home and a bow to hang on our “Tree 
Of Remembrance” in memory of their loved ones.  A memorial 
service will begin at 4:00 PM.   

  Warmest wishes, Scott and Leichia  

MEMORIAL Service 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2022 
4:00 PM 

ROGER W. DAVIS FUNERAL HOME 
1310 THIRD STREET 

WEST PORTSMOUTH, OHIO 

mailto:pastor@nauvooumc.org

