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“Sow with a view to righteousness, reap in 
accordance with kindness; Break up your 

fallow ground for it is time to seek the Lord 
until He comes to reign righteousness on 

you.” 
               - Hosea 10:16 
 
 I’ve never been one to make New Year’s 
resolutions.  I’ve never known one to be kept, so I 

figure it isn’t 
worth the time 
nor trouble.  
Besides, I be-
lieve that most 
folks are happy 
with me just the 
way I am, so 

why change a good thing? (You may 
begin laughing here.)  Some modern Soci-
ologists estimate that the majority of reso-
lutions, even those made with the best of 
intentions, are usually negated within 72 hours of 
their being made.   
  

 Why are we so enamored with changing 
ourselves?  Are we really that disappointed with 
how we’ve turned out?  We seem to be hung up 
on changing exterior issues like our demeanor, our 
weight, or our habits.  We often times seek to 
change the things about ourselves that would 
make us feel better about us, but wind up falling 
back into the same old habits or exhibiting the 
same old issues. 
   

 I wonder what would happen if we asked 
God what He would like to see changed in us, and 
then depended on Him to make any, and all, nec-
essary changes.  We know that 
the Bible clearly states that our 
righteous deeds are like a filthy 
garment (ISA 64:6), and that we 
all have sinned and fallen short of 
the glory of God (ROM 6:23).  
We truly do need some changes.  
But I really believe that that’s 
what the work of the Holy Spirit 
is all about.  When we allow the 
Spirit to develop His fruit in us 
(GAL 5:22-23), and to manifest His gifts for min-
istry in us, then we can truly change for the better. 

 Spiritual growth and change is not an in-
stantaneous process.  It takes time and deep devo-
tion to learning and understanding God’s princi-
ples.  We must take the time 
to pray and search the Scrip-
tures for guidance.  We 
must adhere to God’s ways, 
even when it seems like 
nothing is happening.  The 
Prophet Hosea challenged 

the people of his day to 
apply what they learned, especially when it 
was difficult.  He used an agricultural allego-
ry to make his point.  The people he was 
speaking to understood plowing fields, plant-
ing and tending crops, and harvesting the ma-
ture fruit and vegetables.  They knew how 
backbreaking it could be sometimes.  But, he 
encouraged them to keep an eye to the future, 
and what God intended for them.  By doing 
so, they would recognize the changes when 

they happened.  And the end result would be that 
God would invest His own righteousness in them. 
 

 God seeks to invest His righteousness in 
us, as well.  While it may be toilsome and slow to 
happen, it can be as ful-
filling as it was for Hosea’s 
congregation.  We’ll begin 
to notice the growth we’ve 
made, and how God has 
been changing us from the 
inside out.  Then, we’ll be 
able to concur with the 
Apostle Paul that “anyone in 
Christ is a new creation; old 
things are passed away, be-
hold all things have become new.” (IITHS 5:17) 
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Church Committee  
Meetings   

 

It’s important that all committee members 
be present at scheduled meetings.  Be sure 

to contact the Chairperson if you are unable 
to attend. 

 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee 
Monday, January 3 @ 7:00 PM 

CHAIR:   
 

Administrative Board 
Monday, January 10 @ 6:30 PM 

CHAIR:  Tim Renn 
 

Trustees 
Monday, January 31 @ 6:00 PM 

CHAIR:  Roger Cunningham 

1 Becky Sparks 
 Pam Richards 
 Roy Lucas 
3  Gabby Sparks 
5  Gary Sparks 
9  Dick Riddle 
10 Ben Sparks 
11  Joyce Coleman 
14 Cathy Coleman 
16 Janet Weghorst 
23 Karen Ciraso 
26 Diann Cook 
28 Michael Davis 
31  Kayla Ballengee 
 Jason Ballengee 
 Barb Warner 

9 Pastor Pete & Trish Shaffer 
28 Kenny & Garnet Renn 

UN-DECORATING  
 

Saturday, January 8th 
10:00 AM 

Lots of help needed 
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Many, Many Hands led to the success of our church packing party as well as our serving as a Drop-Off 

Location for  the 13th year .  Star ting at upper  left going clockwise:  Josie & Sam Berry and Ei & Milea 
Blevins, volunteers from the school came & helped attach labels and fold 500+ boxes, Leah Blevins (Math 
teacher at PWHS) and her daughter,  Milea, folding boxes, Roger Cunningham folding boxes;  Gabby Sparks 
packing a shoebox; Paul Conley putting rubber bands around the boxes; John Hill & Tom Kepp pack some of the 
crocheted animals made by Pepper Havens Cramer before her death; and Sondi Conley and Diana Wellman move 
labels to the ends of the lids and add rubber bands. 
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Working The Drop-Off Location Took Many Hours  
Some of those working included:  
clockwise, from upper left: Allison & Eric Hurst hamming it up & 
being serious.  They packed 16 cartons in 80 minutes!;  
Mike Warner taking a break; Donnie Richards taping a car ton; 
 Angie Renn prepar ing to fill a car ton; Mary & David Maple taping 
cartons for filling;  Kenna & Tim Renn completing a carton.     
 
Bottom Left:  Seventy cartons, filled with 1,210 shoeboxes, cover  the 
basement wall between the stage & the stairway door. Right:  A small 
tree of shoeboxes with the faces of shoebox recipients decorated the 
sanctuary for Dedication Sunday.  It’s topped with an alpaca. (‘Al-Paca’ 
Shoebox - Won’t You?) 
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Folks bringing shoeboxes to our Drop-Off Location  
 

Above L-R:  Gaylene St-Leger Cox  brought in over 400 that 
she had personally packed;  Pastor Tera Gillem from Pentecostal 
Victory Chapel,  Pastor Ed & Tracy Litteral & boys from South 
Webster Grace United Methodist Church, & Josh & McKenzie 
Richard family from Hills Chapel. 
 

Packing the Truck  Right:  Alex Beamon, an employee 
from Livingston’s Scrap Yard positions cartons on the truck’s 
power lift while Roger Cunningham prepares another stack for 
loading.   
Bottom left:  Mike Payne moves boxes from the fellowship 
hall to the parking lot.  Right:  Our Truck packers: L-R: Larry 
Thompson, Danny  Artis, Roger Cunningham, Mike Payne, Paul 
Conley, Mike Warner, & Pete Shaffer  Missing:  David Maple & 
Alex Beamon from Livingston’s. 
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OFFERINGS 

 
December 5  $4,183.50 
December 12  $3,794.89 
December 19  $4,030.00 
December 26  $2,157.00 

ATTENDANCE 

December 5  63 
December 12  70 
December 19  75 
Christmas Eve  97 
December 26  43 

Our Sympathy To The Friends and Family of: 
 
Dean Brumfield, brother of Lori Holsinger 
 

 

 Thank you for your generous support for the ministries of  
The Red Bird Missionary Conference.  We try in every way to be 
good stewards of what we are given for the work of the Kingdom 
of God through the Red Bird Missionary Conference.  
     Rev. Jim Savage 

 God Bless and thank you for the many acts of kindness 
shown my family during the difficult time this past year. 
    Wilma James Family 

 Thank you for our Christmas treat bag.  How thoughtful 
and kind of you.  We love you, appreciate you and thank you.  
God bless all who had a part in remembering us.  God Is Good! 
  Merry Christmas, Kenny and Garnet Renn 

 Thank you very much for your thoughtfulness.  We ap-
preciate the gift of fruit, cookies and candy.  It is being enjoyed. 
   God Bless all, Butch and Diann 
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Nauvoo United Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 
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