
   

 

   The Nauvoo News                            2021 
 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in 

the beginning with God.” 
            - John 1 :  1 – 2  (NASB) 
 
 “That’s a great job, if you can get it.” 
 
 Have you ever used that phrase?  I know that 
I have.  Over the years, I have met a lot of folks.  
Inevitably, during the course of our conversations, 

we have exchanged in-
formation about our-
selves, including what 
we do for a living.  
And, I have to say, 
some people have some 
pretty incredible voca-
tions!  I’ve met invest-
ment bankers, profes-
sional musicians and 
entertainers, career mil-

itary personnel, government workers, travel 
agents, and some who simply couldn’t tell 
me what they do for “security reasons.”  Lis-
tening to their stories was fascinating, to say the 
least. 
 
 I’ve been asked many times, “If you weren’t 
a minister, what would you have done?”  Or, there 
have been moments when I’ve contemplated my 
“dream job.”  I have a friend who, at one point in 
his life, truly aspired to be President of the United 
States.  I always told him that, if it happened, I 
wanted to be the guy that cleaned the pool at the 
White House.  That sounded like a 
rather good job, and one which 
probably would pay well.  Of 
course, my ultimate dream job 
was always to be a professional 
whiffle ball player.  I truly believe 
that I would’ve made a good one.  
And just think, having the masses pay to watch me 
play would’ve made for a pretty good gig! 
 
 I wonder what it was like for Jesus, before 
He entered into the world as a newborn.  The Bible 

says that “He was in the begin-
ning with God.”  In other 
words, Jesus has always exist-
ed.  Since forever, He was in 
the place of authority and do-
minion, in harmony with God 

the Father and the Holy Spirit.  It must’ve been in-
credible!  The Word teaches us that “all things came 
into being through Him” and for His good pleasure.  
Talk about your “great job if you can get it!” 
 

He didn’t have to leave His place in glory, at 
the right hand of the Father, but He did so out of 
obedience.  At the perfect time in history, Jesus 
stepped out of eternity and into the realm of human-
ity.  He experienced what it means to live in space 

and time … to deal with the same limitations 
that we deal with.  It must’ve taken some get-
ting used to.  Remember, in Heaven, Jesus had 
no limitations.  There was no concept of space 
and time.  There were no longings, no needs, no 
wishes, nor wants.  But, because of His incredi-
ble relationship with the Father, and His shared 
love for a needful humanity, Jesus stepped 
away from perfection to slip into something ra-
ther imperfect.  He took upon Himself the man-
tle of what it means to be a person.  He lived 
like we do; sometimes 
comfortably, sometimes 
hand to mouth.  He hurt, 

He laughed, He wondered 
and He gave of Himself.  He 
watched as others around 
Him tried their best and were 
sometimes successful, but 
more often than not, failures.  
He gazed upon a sinful hu-
man race who were following in Adam’s footsteps, 
and knew, deep down inside, what it would take to 
rescue us from our predicament.  I’m positive that 
just knowing what it was going to require of Him 
was detestable and frightening. 

 
But He followed through.  He did everything 

necessary to make salvation possible.  As He hung 
on the cross, he muttered, “It is finished!”  And He 
was right!  He had accomplished His mission.  He 
had fulfilled His purpose.  His dream job of sitting 
in heaven watching eternity go by had given way to 
a much more redemptive reason to be.  I’m thankful 
that He did it.  He changed my life.  And that’s why, 
this Christmas, I don’t worry about a “dream job” 
anymore.  I’m living the dream life!  And so can 
you.  Merry Christmas!!! 
 

   Pastor Pete 

“Jesus 

stepped 

away from 

perfection 

to slip into 

something 

rather 

imperfect” 
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Church Committee  
Meetings   

 

It’s important that all committee members 
be present at scheduled meetings.  Be sure 

to contact the Chairperson if you are unable 
to attend. 

 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee 
No meeting in December 

CHAIR:   
 

Administrative Board 
Monday, December 13th @ 6:30 PM 

CHAIR:  Tim Renn 
 

Trustees 
Monday, December 27th @ 6:00 PM 

CHAIR:  Roger Cunningham 

5 Jamie Prater 
 Tim Renn 
11 Clayton Grant 
15 Loreen Maple 
18 Paul Lauder 
19 David Maple 
20 Nathan Lauder 
21 Brody Scott 
24 Paisley Wellington 

BIRTHDAYS 

23 Vince & Grace Shirey 
30 Scott & Leichia Davis 

Poinsettias to adorn  
our church for Christmas 

 

We will once again be selling poinsettias in honor and in 
memory of our loved ones.  Flowers will be $12.00 each. 

 
If you would like to purchase one,  there is an order form 
enclosed in this newsletter or you can get one from the in-
formation table at the church or in the Sunday morning bul-
letin.  Also you can just write your name on a piece of pa-
per along with the name or names of the loved ones that 
you want to honor or have the poinset-
tia in memory of and send it along 
with a check to: 
  Nauvoo UMC 

1403 5th Street 
West Portsmouth, OH  45663 

5:30 



 3 

 

 

Even though the 
evening started out a 
little wet, it was still 
a success.  Thank 
you to all that partici-
pated and helped get 
the word of Jesus out 
to the community.  

Light the Night 2021 
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Operation Christmas Child EXPLOSION! 
 With God’s Help and the Help of His People, we have completed another 
successful year of packing shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child!  People re-
ally turned out to pack shoeboxes and cartons!  We have so many pictures of eve-
ryone that we will be sharing more in next month’s newsletter!    
Nauvoo exceeded last year’s number of shoeboxes by 15 and packed 785 Gospel 

Opportunities!!!!  You are to be commended for helping spread the news of Jesus Christ around the 
world!  Each shoebox impacts about 10 family members.  So our shoeboxes could have an eternal 
impact of reaching 7,850 people!  Wow!   
 Our overall numbers were up in the Drop-off Center as well, exceeding 1,600 boxes!  Near-
ly every shift working the Drop-Off Center was hopping!  We went from packing 65 cartons last 
year, (1078 shoeboxes), to packing 104 cartons this year!  Thanks SO MUCH to everyone who 
helped in any way!  Donations to help pay for shipping can still be made to the church.  Simply 
mark your check or envelope:  OCC  Shipping or SHOEBOX Shipping. 
 Don’t Forget to Pray For the Shoeboxes. They still have a long journey until they reach the 
hands of the children.  Pray for their safety during travel, for ease through customs, and for the 
workers who will handle them. Pray now for the children that will receive the boxes.  Pray that their 
hearts, ears & minds will be open; that they might hear, and understand the great love of Our Lord!  

Above:  Nora Netzer cuts 
tags from plush toys  
 

Below:  Paul Conley & 
Pastor Pete put up a Drop-
Off Location Sign. 

Below Left:  Peggy Melvin—left, and April Skaggs—right, attach labels and 
fold boxes.  
 

Below Right:  Some of our first packers were:  Wyatt & Sophie Terry  with 
Cindy Hurley.  Note there are only 29 packed boxes on the stage. 

Early packers helped to get an early boost to our numbers.   
Below Left:  Pam Richards packs 2 boxes at a time.  
 

Below Right:  Mary Maple & Assistant OCC Director, Diana Wellman. 
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Packing Party Sunday! 
There were 22 people who 
stayed after church on Nov 
14th.  In 90 minutes, they 
packed and stacked 250+ 
more boxes and enjoyed 
baked spaghetti from Mex-
Italy. 
  
Pictured at left from L-R: 
Tim Renn, Noah Livingston, 
Scott Bauer, Jamie Prater, and 
Cindy Hurley. 

CLOCKWISE Starting at Right: 
Lori Holsinger with Tim Renn & So-
phie Terry in the background,   
 

Mike Payne and Tracy Bauer,  
 

Our box stacker, Wyatt Terry,  
 

Pastor Pete and J.R. Holsinger,  
 

Becky and Ben Sparks,  
 

Joyce Coleman and Kenna Renn (Our 
oldest and youngest packers separated 
by 80 years),  
 

and Rainey and Brooklyn Reese 
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OFFERINGS 

 
October 3  $3,338.00 
October 10  $2,885.00 
October 17  $2,075.00 
October 24  $   785.00 
October 31  $3,159.00 
November 7  $6,187.00 
November 14  $2,334.00 
November 21  $2,195.00 
November 28  $2,747.00 

ATTENDANCE 

October 3  45 
October 10  38 
October 17  25 
October 22  30 
October 31  47 
November 7  47 
November 14  52 
November 21  44 
November 28  54 

Our Sympathy To The Friends and Family of: 
 
Ken and Veora “Pepper” Cramer 
Gary Thacker, brother of Pam Lester 
Wanda Click, sister of Wilma Gore 
Ira Weaver, uncle of Pastor Pete Shaffer 
Jim Cummings, nephew of Judy Browning 
 

 We appreciate your faithfulness.  God was faithful to send 
in the $1,900 we needed to pay the school entrance money for the 
boys at House of Faith Orphanage.  We give Him all the praise for 
that. 
 I heard where the gangsters let 2 of the missionaries go.  
Don’t have detail if they were given money to release them.  I 
think of the 2 that were released, with no money in their pockets, I 
am sure.  Where would they even go for help.  It must be so 
stressful for them.  Please pray for all the missionaries in Haiti.  
With the fuel shortage, I wonder if the airplanes are even flying in 
and out of Haiti.  The country is sure in a mess.  Only God can 
straighten out the problems Haiti is experiencing.  May God bless 
your church and thanks for your prayers.   
    Love, “Mom” Barb Richter 
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Administrative Board Highlights for Monday, November 8, 2021 
 
Attendance: (8), Pastor Pete Shaffer, Roger Cunningham, Paul & Sondi Conley, Sharon Wessel, 
Linda Horner, Jennie Entler, and Rhonda Hammond. 
 
Pastor Pete opened the meeting and said the prayer.  October minutes reviewed.  Jennie made a motion 
to accept June minutes, Sondi seconded.  All approved.   
   
TREASURER REPORT:   
 Beginning Balance $23,038.54 
 Offerings  $13,987.86 
 Expenses  $12,661.12 
 Ending Balance $24,365.08 
  
     
PASTOR’S SCHEDULE 
 Thursday  Nov 18th  Christmas Parade in Portsmouth 
 Saturday  Nov 20th  Banquet at the Race Track 
 Sunday  Nov 28th Advent begins   

 
TRUSTEE  
 Elevator report was not good.  Some parts were replaced and it didn’t help.  They said we need to 

think about getting it redone.  Service calls are $250 an hour.  They have been here several times and 
still not working.  Otis has done all they can because it’s not an elevator, it’s actually a lift and not 
Otis’ field of expertise.  The company that installed the elevator in 2008 has went out of business.  
There is a guy that worked for that company that went to another company that we might be able to 
contact.  Roger is going to discuss with the Trustees and see about tracking him down if they ap-
prove. 

 Ramp—it has been discussed about putting a ramp in on the north side of the front entrance.  Do we 
want to put money into a new ramp or get the elevator fixed?  It was decided that the ramp will not 
meet all our needs, it will get you into the sanctuary but not the Fellowship Room.   

 Paul reordered the gutters as they were on backorder and now they should be here sometime this 
week. 

 
PPRC 
 Discussed Pete’s schedule and the holiday season. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 Masks—It has been decided to recommend the wearing of masks in the sanctuary but not requiring 

them. 
 Holiday events—No cookie exchange or choir events 
 Christmas Eve service is on as long as the COVID numbers are good. 
 Light the Night—despite the rain went very well.  However, many felt that 3 hours was too long. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 Internet issues—wireless router may be going bad.  Everything that’s wired is working. 
 
Pastor Pete closed the meeting.    
Next meeting will be December 13th at 6:30 PM. Minutes submitted by Rhonda Hammond  



8  

 

Nauvoo United Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

Between 3:00 and 4:00 PM, as each family arrives they will be given an or-
nament to take home and a bow to hang on our “Tree Of Remembrance” in 
memory of their loved ones.  A memorial service will begin at 4:00 PM. 

   Warmest wishes, Scott and Leichia  

MEMORIAL Service 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2021 
4:00 PM 

ROGER W. DAVIS FUNERAL HOME 
1310 THIRD STREET 

WEST PORTSMOUTH, OHIO 

mailto:pastor@nauvooumc.org

