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“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God were entreating through us.” 

    II Corinthians 5:20 
 

 During my first year of seminary, I learned a 
valuable lesson about what it means to represent the 

Lord.  Once, on a beautiful spring 
morning, some of my dorm mates 
and I were hanging out in the hall-
way between classes.  It was 
around 11:00am, and mainly, we 
were waiting for the caf-
eteria to open for lunch.  
Now, you have to under-
stand something about 

the guys I lived with on the third floor in 
Larabee-Morris dorm.  We weren’t exactly 
“average” seminary students.  God had 
brought together a group of like-minded, but 
rather off-the-wall characters that year.  Two 
of our group had been world-class athletes 
in college, and both had gone to the USA 
Olympic trials that year; one in swimming, 
and the other in race walking.  My room-
mate was a black belt in Martial Arts.  Several of us 
played a variety of musical instruments.  We spent 
time witnessing on the streets of downtown Lexington 
and ministered to soldiers who were in Boot Camp at 
Ft. Knox.  We liked our music loud and were rabid 
about our favorite sports teams.  Some sang in the 
choir and others of us were the campus flag football 
champions.  We didn’t wear suits and ties, nor clerical 
collars.  We didn’t spend much time in quiet, contem-
plative prayer and meditation, but we sometimes hung 
out with those who did.  We laid out in the sun on the 
roof of our building.  We played 
disc golf every afternoon and Eu-
chre every evening.  All of this 
was to the consternation of the 
seminary administration, who 
looked upon us as a cross between 
hippies and a biker gang. 
 
 Anyway, on the aforementioned spring morn-
ing, two guys and a young lady came wandering into 
the hall.  We inquired if they were looking for some-
one specific, as they weren’t familiar to any of us.  
They introduced themselves, and told us that they 
were there as prospective students.  They had an ap-
pointment to eat lunch with the Dean of Students, and 
were just killing time until then.  They began to ask us 
questions about life on the campus of Asbury Semi-
nary.  They were genuinely interested in students’ per-
spectives, as this would greatly influence where they 

were going to go to school.  The young lady was mar-
ried to one of the guys, and the other guy was a friend 
of theirs from their church.  All three of them were 
interested in pursuing a degree.  We took turns sharing 
about how God had led each of us there, and what we 
planned to do in the future.  We talked about class 
loads, finances, Chapel ser-
vices, the availability of off-
campus jobs, and student life in 
general.  Then, we joined 
hands in a circle and prayed for 

them, asking God to help 
them have an informa-
tive visit.  We prayed 
that God would lead 
them exactly where He wanted them to go, even 
if that meant going to another school or institu-
tion.  They thanked us and headed off to their 
appointment. 
 
 It wasn’t long until the lunch hour was 
upon us.  We left the dorm and headed off 
across campus to the Student Center.  Just as we 
reached the entrance, we saw our new friends 

approaching the door, being escorted by none other 
than the Dean of Students.  We all smiled and waved 
at each other.  The Dean, upon observing this, said 
very plainly (and loud enough that we could hear it), 
“Oh, don’t talk to them!  They’re not typical Asbury 
students.” 
 
 One of the guys very quickly retorted, “That’s 
too bad.  All Asbury students should be like those 
guys.” 
 
 You can imagine the look on the Dean’s face.  
But that wasn’t what impressed me most about that 
whole encounter.  At that very moment, I came to re-
alize what the Apostle Paul 
meant when he said, “We are 
ambassadors for Christ.”  We get 
to be the Lord’s representatives 
no matter where we go.  The 
great 20th century comedian/
philosopher, Will Rogers, once 
said that “you never get a second chance to make a 
good first impression.”  And he was right.  You never 
know when the Lord will allow you to cross 
someone’s path, so that you can be a witness to them.  
Always be ready to be that ambassador for Jesus! 
 

 

   Pastor Pete 

“the seminary 
administration 
… looked upon 
us as a cross 

between 
hippies and a 
biker gang” 
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Church Committee  
Meetings   

 

It’s important that all committee members 
be present at scheduled meetings.  Be sure 

to contact the Chairperson if you are unable 
to attend. 

 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee 
Monday, August 2 @ 7:00 PM 

CHAIR:   
 

Administrative Board 
Monday, August 9 @ 6:30 PM 

CHAIR:  Tim Renn 
 

Trustees 
Monday, August 30 @ 6:00 PM 

CHAIR:  Roger Cunningham 

EXCITING NEWS!! 
An Operation Christmas Child  

Full Circle Speaker is Coming to Nauvoo UMC! 
Sunday Morning Worship  at  11:00 a.m. 

 August 22nd or 29th     
 

We are scheduled to have a Full Circle Speaker from Operation Christmas Child attend our 

worship service at the end of August!  A Full Circle Speaker is someone who received a 

shoebox as a child, and now, as an adult, has gone on to pack shoeboxes for others!  

 We have yet to receive confirmation of the exact date or who the speaker is, but they 

are supposed to be here during morning worship on either of the above dates.  As soon as we 

know, we will share it on our Facebook page and in the bulletin. 

Stay tuned and Plan To Attend!!! 

Rev. Terry Cavanaugh 
will be here at NUMC 
on Sunday, August 
29th at 5:00 PM to 
share with us about 
recent developments 
regarding the Wesley-

an Covenant Association (WCA) and the 
emerging Global Methodist Church (GMC).  
Terry will be sharing a Power Point presen-
tation, and will follow-up by answering 
questions pertaining to where things are in 
our current denomina-
tional situation.  Plan 
now to attend and learn 
more about the Wesley-
an Covenant Associa-
tion and the Global 
Methodist Church. 
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  1 — Brandon Entler 
  4 — Garnet Renn & Kima Lauder 
  5 — Silas Horner 
  7 — Sarah Reese 
  9 — Butch Cook 
  9 — Zoe Niekamp 
14 — Judy Browning 
16 — Ethan Kingrey 
16 — Kayeleigh Reinhardt 
19 — Noah Livingston Lituchy 
27 — Brian Howard 
28 — Mason Book 
28 — Rhonda Hammond 
29 — Roger Cunningham 

11 — Chuck & Linda Horner 
26 — Craig & Tammi Castle 

August Greeters 
 

1—Brock & Jennie Entler 
8—Paul & Sondi Conley 

15—Karen Ciraso 
22—Sarah Livingston & Noah 

29—Allison Hurst 

*ALL* SCHOOL * SUPPLIES * NEEDED *  
 

School supplies are on sale now with the best prices being at Walmart.  
For Our Packing Party Shoeboxes For Operation Christmas Child  

We Need Supplies!!!  
You can Buy Supplies, or Donate Money  

to Nauvoo UMC and designate it to O.C.C.  
 

School Supplies needed are:    700—glue sticks, notebooks and packs of crayons 
             470—rulers and scissors 
               3,500—pencils and colored pencils 

 

We need other items for the shoeboxes too.  School Supplies are just readily available and 
cheaper at this time.   

You can give electronically at the following web link. You must type in "Nauvoo UMC" at the 
bottom of the form.  https://bit.ly/2ZPRABQ   

Sunday, 
August 15 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2ZPRABQ%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3HKTA3uc_pYqefGRhRPJMREz6Hky08QRZNpXgVeKVOT2c7mZ6oIHHJIfY&h=AT0NA3WyhTuYfYBMFJjKn7skt7qA2YJB7A__8pkWo5ATj7CO0GTJ5HHpEx4bF4BPb7tj33N2a1hLW2nhCgixtARiJBZYcNiWyJBhNnclSxaNrqz0bYlR8-AhTS
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SERVING CREW 
 

Back Row, L-R:  
Tim Renn, Brock & Jennie 
Entler, Mark Browning, 
Kristyn & Kevin Thompson, 
and Bill Hall 
 
Center Row, L-R: 
Lori Holsinger, Garnet Renn,  
Angie Renn, Kathy Arnett, 
and Olivia Hall 
 

Front, L-R:  
Dexter Warnock, Trish Shaf-
fer,  Kenna Renn, Nancy 
Ross, Jamie Prater, Sarah 
Hall, and Pastor Pete Shaffer 

Bottom L-R:  Nancy Ross added 
M & Ms and/or multicolored 
sprinkles while Kathy Arnett 
dipped strawberry topping and/or 
Oreo cookie crumbs. 

JONI & FRIENDS  
FAMILY CAMP 2 

Shawnee Lodge ~ July 12, 2021 
 

Serving Sundaes for the Savior! 
 

We served approximately 225 ice cream sun-
daes to eager campers and staff at the Joni & 

Friends Family Retreat 2 at Shawnee State Park 
Lodge.  It took longer to set up and clean up, 
than it did to make the 200+ sundaes.  Our as-
sembly line style of serving had everyone with 

treats in 23 minutes!   
 

Thanks to everyone who helped in any way!  
Come and be blessed next year! 

Above left:   R-L: Kevin Thompson dipped the ice 
cream while his wife, Kristyn, held the bowls and added 
spoons.  Bill Hall added chocolate and/or caramel syrup. 
 

Bottom Left:  Dexter Warnock passes the counselor’s 
bowl to Garnet Renn to add sprinkles and/or whipped 
cream.  Kenna Renn waits to add the cherry on top!  Serv-
ing L-R:  Mark Browning, Jennie & Brock Entler, Lori 
Holsinger, Dexter Warnock, Garnet Renn and Kenna Renn. 
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OFFERINGS 

June 26  $2,358.00 
July 4   $3,220.00 
July 11   $2,784.00 
July 18   $2,537.00 

ATTENDANCE 

June 27 46 
July 4  48 
July 11  57 
July 18  50 

Our Sympathy To The Friends and Family of: 
 

Cindy Cookson, daughter of Wilma James 

Beverly Flowers, sister/in-law of Loreen and Dan Maple 

 Thanks so much for your support of House of Faith Orphan-
age.  We appreciate your love and concern.  Mission work is not al-
ways easy, but I am glad for people like all of you that support the 
work. 
 Food prices have tripled lately due to so much violence 
there.  Thanks for your prayers for Haiti.  Haiti is in the worst of 
times right now.  Many thugs with guns going around killing people 
and policemen because they can and kidnapping for ransom.  They 
are burning cars and buildings.  They have no mercy.  They need 
God.  It seems the rapture is getting closer each day.  Tell everyone 
you see to keep close to the Lord and pray and read the Bible to stay 
in tune with the Lord.  May God continue to bless all of you.   
    Love, “Mom” Barb Richter 

 Words can’t say (they haven’t been written) to express the 
love and Christian fellowship and kindness show to our family dur-
ing this difficult time.  Keep us in your prayers. 
  God Bless, Wilma James and family 
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Nauvoo United Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

mailto:pastor@nauvooumc.org

