
   

 

   The Nauvoo News          2021 

 

“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who is wise 
wins souls.” 

             -  Proverbs  11 : 30 
 

 Recently, I was reading a story in The Voice 
Of the Martyrs magazine.  It docu-
mented the life experiences of a 
woman who had grown up in 

North Korea.  She was educated in their schools and 
prepared for the life of a dutiful wife and mother.  She 
married, had two children, and lived a seemingly nor-
mal existence for that frightful culture.  Then, 
one day, her husband came home and pro-
claimed that he had accepted Jesus Christ as 
his Lord and Savior.  She couldn’t believe the 
changes in him.  He prayed and witnessed 
openly with their neighbors and friends.  He 
gathered with other believers for worship.  All 
of these activities were forbidden, and it was-
n’t long until he was turned in to the authori-
ties and arrested.  Most unfortunate for her, is 
that she was considered “guilty by associa-
tion,” even though she had never professed 
faith in Jesus, nor had even considered becoming a 
Christian.  While he was sent off to a concentration 
Camp, where it is assumed that he was eventually put 
to death, she was sent to a Labor Camp. 
 

After several years of difficult and painful 
forced labor, she was released.  But, she really had 
nowhere to go in North Korea.  So, after being reunit-
ed with her now grown children, they escaped the 
country and found themselves refugees in China.  
Their existence there wasn’t much better than it had 
been back home.  They had no friends, no means of 
support, and no one to help them.  The Chinese dis-
dained them, and could very easily have sent her back. 

 

Then, she encountered a worker from Voice of 
the Martyrs (VOM).  She became curious about his 
ways of caring for the North Korean women who 
lived around the region.  Each week, he would load up 
his car with much needed supplies, drive for long 
hours into remote areas, and minister to the displaced 
women.  She even began to accompany him on some 
of his trips.  She made friends with the other refugees.  
She began to feel a burden for them, and offered them 
the help that she had wished for herself in the earlier 
days of her lonely journey.  One day, she questioned 
the VOM worker about his activities. “Why do you do 
this?” she asked him.  He told her that because of his 
love for Jesus, this ministry was not 
a burden, but a source of joy for him.  
She tried to understand, but it just 
didn’t seem to make sense. 

Finally, one day, she placed her trust in Christ 
and became a Christian.  She was overcome with that 
same peace of which the worker spoke.  She realized 
that, for the first time in her life, she felt like she had a 
reason to live.  She then began to 
have that same joy he had told her 
about, especially on those days 
when she would reach out to other 
women in need.  Today, she lives 
and works in South Korea, training new Christian 

women how to have life skills, so that they can 
live productive lives and participate in reaching 
other for Christ. 

 

 As I finished reading the article, it oc-
curred to me that this woman has probably led 
more people to faith in Christ than I have … 
and I’ve been a pastor for 35 years!  That is a 
humbling and convicting thought.  I realize that 
we aren’t in a “contest” with other Christians, 
trying to see who can win the most souls.  But, 
we are supposed to be in the soul-winning busi-
ness.  And, it isn’t supposed to be just the pas-

tors who are reaching the lost. 
 

After the resurrection, Jesus told his disciples 
that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit 
came upon them, and that they would become wit-

nesses.  The Greek word for “witnesses” is 

 pronounced marturion … from which we get the 
word “martyrs.”  That is what a witness is; 
someone who dies to their own life, goals, 
or agenda, and lays it all on the line to tell 
others what they know to be true.  We are 
supposed to tell others about Jesus, no mat-
ter if it costs us our friendships, our careers, 
or even, our lives.  In some places of our 
planet, talking about faith in Jesus can cost a person 
their life.  But, what we can lose is nothing in compar-
ison to what we gain by sharing our faith.  When we 
witness, we sow seeds in the hearts of others.  God 
can reap a harvest of souls, but only if we plant the 
seeds.  Now is the time to tell somebody about Jesus 
Christ.  Each one of us has an important story to tell 
that someone else needs to hear.  Even King Solomon, 
the author of Proverbs, and who lived almost a thou-
sand years before Jesus ever appeared on the scene, 
knew the importance of winning souls for the King-
dom of God.  Let us learn from the wisest man who 
ever lived, and get busy winning others to Christ. 
 

 

  Pastor Pete 

“… for the 
first time in 
her life, she 
felt like she 

had a 
reason to live 

…” 
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Please make the following changes 
to your church directory: 
 

Page 40:  Donnie and Pam Rich-
ards new address is 2191 Bear Creek 
Rd, Otway, OH  45657.  The new 
home phone number is (740)443-
4323.  Cell numbers are the same. 
 

Page 45:  Connie Snyder ’s new address is 33 Indianola 
Ave., South Shore, KY  41175 

Church Committee  
Meetings   

 

It’s important that all committee members 
be present at scheduled meetings.  Be sure 

to contact the Chairperson if you are unable 
to attend. 

 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee 
Monday, June 28th @ 7:00 PM 
          CHAIR:   

 

Administrative Board 
Monday, July 12th @ 6:30 PM 

CHAIR:  Tim Renn 
 

Trustees 
Monday, July 26th @ 6:00 PM 
CHAIR:  Roger Cunningham 

July Greeters 
 

4—The Sparks Family 
11—Mike & Barb Warner 

18—Bev mignerey 
25—Mike & Lori Payne 

  4 — Brock Entler 
  4 — Rebekah Cunningham 
  5 — Michelle Horner 
  5 — Grace Shirey 
  6 — David Horner 
10 — Trish Shaffer 
11 — Bill Wetzig 
12 — Lori Holsinger 
12 — Mary Maple 
19 — Jennifer Entler 
20 — Wilma Gore 
20 — Christy Irwin 
23 — Debbie Scaff 
23 — Caroline Lyon 
24 — Jude Persin 
25 — Belinda Hopkins 
25 — Miles Persin 
27 — Cinnamon Wellington 
28 — Debbie Stahler 

July 2 — Dan & Loreen Maple 
July 5 — Nicole & James Persin 
July 19 — Butch & Diann Cook 
July 23 — Roy & Melissa Lucas 

Come Be a Servant  
  
                

                                 and  
 

Serve Ice Cream!  
 

 

 Monday,  July 12 @ 7:30 PM  
 

We need volunteers to help us serve the families par-
ticipating in the Joni and Friends Family Retreat 2 
being held at Shawnee State Park 

Lodge.  There will be a sign up sheet 
on the back table.   

 
If you would like a ride or to carpool 

we will be leaving the church at  
6:15 PM.  For more information,  

contact Trish Shaffer at 740-858-2307. 
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SERVING CREW 
 

Back Row, L-R:  
Lori Holsinger, Mark 
Browning, Angie Renn, J.R. 
Holsinger, Kevin Thompson, 
Kristyn Thompson, and 
Kathy Arnett  
 

Front, L-R:  
Trish Shaffer,  Garnet Renn, 
Kenna Renn, Jamie Prater, 
Dexter Warnock, Olivia 
Hall, Bill Hall, & Sarah Hall 

Above left:  Each camper  got to choose their  toppings!  
Serving are, L-R: Olivia Hall, Dexter  Warnock, Bill Hall, 
and Kathy Arnett   
 

Pictured Left:  Our Youngest helper was 4 year old Kenna 
Renn, who put the cherry on top! She is standing between her 
mother, Angie (left) and her grandmother Garnet Renn (right). 

JONI & FRIENDS  
FAMILY CAMP  

    

Shawnee Lodge ~ June 21, 2021 
 
Once again members from Nauvoo and 
Valley UMCs, served ice cream sundaes 
to the participants of the Joni and Friends 
Family Camp at Shawnee State Park 
Lodge. The numbers were much smaller 
this year due to COVID concerns, but we 
still served up ice cream sundaes for a 
150 people.  
We will do it all again on July 12th, so be 
sure and sign up soon!  

A View from Above.   Due to last minute changes, due to rain, we moved inside & had two lines starting from either end of one long table. 
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Jackson  Area  Ministry’s  Green  Thump  Garden  Project!   
For the 16th year, Nauvoo members sacked up garden seeds for Jackson Area 
Ministry’s Green Thump Garden Project.  We were spread out around the 
Fellowship Hall in a giant “U” shape and passed the bags around the room, 
each adding a different kind of seed packet. We did our most ever ~ sacking 
up enough garden seeds for 600 gardens in Scioto County!  With good help, 
we were finished and cleaned up in 2 hours time! Thanks so much for every-
one's help! The seeds and tomato plants were distributed to 12 area food pan-
tries, all in Scioto County. 
 
Pictured Below Back Row, L-R:  Julia Galloway, Kimmy Sparks, Becky 
Sparks, Judy Browning, Gaylene St Ledger-Cox, Tim Renn, and Roger Cun-
ningham Front: David Maple, Trish Shaffer, April Skaggs, Peggy Melvin, 
Diana Wellman, Mary Maple & Kenna Renn 

Pictured Above, L-R:  David & Mary Maple, Peggy Melvin & 
Diana Wellman.  
 
At Right: Roger Cunningham 
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Clock wise starting from lower left:   
Breanna Bricker, Brennan Bauer, and Cathy Coleman water ing some of the 
4,800 Tomato Plants in the church kitchen.   
 

Kimmy & Becky Sparks were tying the bags once full. Kenna Renn, age 4,  
carried full bags to the stage. 
Donnie Richards (& later  Judy Browning, not pictured) cut “When To Plant” 
instructions and Tim Renn put them in each bag.  
Julia Galloway from WTFD came & helped!  
Below right: Gaylene St Ledger-Cox  not only helped to sack seeds, but also 
picked up seeds and tomato plants for distribution at Cornerstone United Meth-
odist’s monthly food distribution.  
Faith & Dan Clune  pick up seeds and plants for  South Webster  Food Pantry. 



6  

 

OFFERINGS 

 
May 30  $   809.77 
June 6   $4,553.00 
June 13  $2,489.00 
June 20  $2,661.39 

ATTENDANCE 

May 30 30 
June 6  48 
June 13 37 
June 20 44 

Our Sympathy To The Friends and Family of: 
 

Ron Browning, husband of Judy, father of Mark and Cheryl 

Donna Lykins, mother/-in-law of Paul and Sondi Conley 

Dear Church Family, 
 I am truly honored to have been chosen one of the recipients of 
the Nauvoo United Methodist Church Scholarship. 
 I plan to attend Shawnee State University in the Fall and will 
be going for a double major in Computer Aided Drafting and Manu-
facturing as well as Plastics Engineering. 
 I am so very grateful to have been given this scholarship, it will 
ease some of the financial burden and allow me to join more clubs and 
organizations available at SSU.  I feel very blessed to have been a part 
of the Nauvoo UMC family my entire life. 
 With much love, Angel Hammond Class of 2021 

Nauvoo Church, 
 Thank you for your generous gift in awarding a scholarship to 
our students each year.  It’s deeds such as this that makes our commu-
nity and school stronger.  Have a good day, 
 Chris Rapp, Principal Portsmouth West High School 

Nauvoo Church, 
It is an honor to be chosen for the Nauvoo United Methodist Scholar-
ship.  I am currently a first-time freshman, majoring in the BSN Nurs-
ing program. I am looking forward to my first semester at SSU but I’m 
really looking forward to my nursing clinicals in my junior year.  I am 
hoping to embrace my college life and to be involved within many stu-
dent organizations within my second semester.  
After I graduate college I plan to enter the SOMC work field to be-
come a pediatric nurse so that I will be able to work with children.  
I am truly grateful for the scholarship support. This scholarship allows 
me to work fewer hours and focus on my future studies and additional 
educational opportunities. Thank you for your support. 
 Sincerely,  Talisha Osburn  Class of 2021 
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Administrative Board Highlights for  Monday, June 14, 2021 
 

Attendance: (7), Pastor Pete Shaffer, Tim Renn, Paul & Sondi Conley, Sharon Wessel, Roger Cunningham, 
and Rhonda Hammond. 
 

TREASURER REPORT:   
 May 2021  Beginning Balance  $27,157.30 
    Offerings     13,038.59 
    Expenses     14,139.59 
    Ending Balance  $26,056.48  
 

PASTOR’S SCHEDULE 
Monday June 21st   7:30 PM OVFA Rosemount—1st meeting since March 2020 
Monday June 28th 12:00 PM Clergy Cluster Meeting for June and July 
Monday June 28th   7:00 PM PPRC Meeting rescheduled to this date—No July meeting 

 

TRUSTEES—NO meeting in May.  Scheduled to meet again on Monday, June 28th at 6:00 PM 
Roger did say that Jennie informed him that the church had used 11,000 gallons of water and it should’ve been a 

whole lot less than that.  One toilet had been leaking downstairs but it was fixed.  Going to check the toilet 
upstairs as it has been leaking for some time.  Can’t think of any other place we could have leaks. 

 

CHILDREN 
Sondi is continuing give out treat bags and having a lesson ready if we have children in the service. 
Sondi asked Cathy Coleman and Bev Mignerey if they would like to take over Children’s Church and they said 

they would.  Still working out the details 
 

SERVICE STEWARDS 
Sondi said that the funeral dinner for Ron Browning went fine. 
Sondi will continue to fill the role of Head Service Steward until they have a meeting and vote on who they want 

to head it up. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Frontier bill—haven’t received a bill since changes were made, will have to check it out once it comes in 
Joni & Friends—people have signed up to help from Nauvoo and Valley.  Trish will do the shopping Thursday or 

Friday before at IGA. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 Thank you from Chris Rapp, Principal at Portsmouth West High School for the scholarships we gave. 
 4th of July on Sunday this year.  Can we do something special this year?  Ideas?  Let Pete know if anyone comes 

up with something. 
 Trish Shaffer, Sondi Conley, Mary Maple, and Sharon Wessel came up with the idea of making a brochure about 

Nauvoo UMC and passing it out along with cookies and pens at IGA. 
 ANNUAL CONFERENCE was a 2-day virtual event and Pastor Pete and Paul Conley attended.  There were a 

few issues to discuss and vote on, but 3 of them were controversial: 
Recommendation #4: Wanted the WOAC to support the “Christmas Covenant.” The Recommendation 

was referred back to the delegation that made the motion. 
Recommendation #5: A Call to Love Everyone. Passed. 
Recommendation # 6: A call for the WO Board of Ordained Ministry & the Bishop to support and ordain 

individuals with no regard to their sexual orientation or identity. After some debate, a motion was 
made to table the motion indefinitely. The motion to table passed. 

 General Conference is scheduled (as of right now) for AUG/SEPT 2022 
There are about 1,100 churches in the WOAC, it is anticipated that about 350-400 will leave if the 

“Protocol For Separation” is passed at GC. 
Big decisions for Nauvoo UMC and other churches in the conference are coming: 
  If churches are given the choice to leave with their property and assets in tact—do we take it? 
  If no decision is made within a certain time frame, then that church will remain with the UMC. 
It’s not just Methodist churches dealing with these issues—it’s all denominations. 
 

Sharon closed the meeting with prayer.    Next meeting will be July 12
th

 at 6:30 PM  
Minutes submitted by Rhonda Hammond  
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Nauvoo United Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

mailto:pastor@nauvooumc.org

