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“Is anyone among you sick?  Let him call for the 
elders of the church, and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.” 

            - James  5 : 13 (NASB) 
 
 I’m sick of being sick. 
 
 For the last nine months, it seems like I’ve just 

dealt with one illness after another.  
In actuality, it’s only been two dis-
tinct problems, but they’ve gone on 
forever.  Back in September 
of 2020, I was diagnosed with 
Anemia.  The doctors were a 
bit perplexed, and did some 
blood work.  They even 

scheduled some tests.  The results were all nor-
mal, which was good, but did not reveal the 
source of my issues. 
 
 Then, in late November, I was infected 
with the Corona Virus.  Most of that sorry situa-
tion is documented rather extensively.  But for 
the uninitiated, let me just say that I spent five days in 
the hospital Covid ward, and it took the 
better part of two months to really recov-
er from that horrible disease.  Having 
known some folks who lost their lives to 
Covid, I feel most fortunate to have done 
as well as I did.  As far as I and the doc-
tors know, I have no lingering side effects. 
 
 Unfortunately, the Anemia did not go away.  It 
began to resurface this Spring, and I’ve been dealing 

with it ever since.  More tests re-
vealed no source of bleeding.  More 
blood work revealed lower Hemo-
globin and Red Cell counts than ev-
er before.  It has been very frustrat-
ing and somewhat debilitating.  I 
have struggled with a loss of ener-

gy, the inability to sleep properly, and a severely inad-
equate oxygen intake.  The doctors are still running 
tests and are trying to figure out a plan of action. 
 
 I’m not telling you all of this so that anyone 
would feel sorry for me.  I realize that there are many 
folks who are having far worse symptoms and sick-
ness issues than me.  Some are requiring extended 
hospital stays; some are requiring surgeries.  And 
some are like me … not quite sure what the source of 
the problem is. 
 

I am, however, taking great solace in the fact 
that God knows all of our conditions.  He also knows 
what to do for each situation.  God is our “Great Phy-
sician.”  And the Bible is very clear how we should 
approach God regarding our illnesses. 

 
When Jesus walked this Earth, there were 

many occasions where sick people either approached 
Him, or were brought to him.  
In every recorded circum-
stance, Jesus spoke to the vari-

ous illnesses and each 
person was healed.  We 
also read in the Book of 
Acts, where the Apostles 
were called upon a number of times in much the 
same manner.  Those folks were also delivered of 
their respective infirmities. 

 
In the passage above, the Apostle James com-

mands the readers to “call for the Elders of the 
church.”  Those folks are to continue and carry 
on the healing prayer ministry.  He also says we 
are to “anoint with 

oil.”  In those days, anoint-
ing with oil was a medicinal 
procedure.  It was very 
much like our ancestors 
used to do when they would 
apply a poultice to some-
one.  So, as I understand 
Scripture, we are to pray with all faith, and use all 
medical knowledge available when a person is sick. 

 
I am thankful for all the medical knowledge 

available to us today.  I am just as grateful for people 
who pray for the sick and afflicted.  I am convinced 
that prayer and good doctoring got me through the 
Covid.  I am just as convinced that the same will de-
liver me from Anemia or any other ills that may affect 
me.  Thank you for being a part of my Care Team. 
 

 

   Pastor Pete 

I am ... 

grateful 

for people 

who pray 

for the 

sick and 

afflicted 
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Church Committee  
Meetings   

 

It’s important that all committee members 
be present at scheduled meetings.  Be sure 

to contact the Chairperson if you are unable 
to attend. 

 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee 
Monday, June 7th @ 7:00 PM 

CHAIR:   
 

Administrative Board 
Monday, June 14th @ 6:30 PM 

CHAIR:  Tim Renn 
 

Trustees 
Monday, June 28th @ 6:00 PM 
CHAIR:  Roger Cunningham 

Come Be a Servant  
                  

                                 and  
 

Serve Ice Cream!  
 

Monday,  June 21 @   
        7:30 PM  

(van leaving at 6:45 PM) 
 

We need 12-18 volunteers including men, to 
help us serve the families participating in the 
Joni and Friends Family Retreat being 

held at Shawnee State Park Lodge.  
There will be a sign up sheet on 

the back table.   
 

For more information contact 
Trish Shaffer at 740-858-2621 

  1 — Mike Warner 
  7 — Caleb Peebles 
  8 — Bev Mignerey 
  8 — Kevin Kisor 
  9 — Frances Williamson 
  9 — Diane Reese 
10 — Dot Hoop 
10 — Karen Jenkins 
11 — Wade Wetzig 
12 — Helen Malone 
14 — Shelby Shaffer 
16 — Isaac Horner 
16 — Hunter Terry 
17 — Misti Cunningham 
18 — Tracy Scott 
21 — Lori Payne 
22 — Steven Irwin 
23 — Kennedy Lyon 
24 — Brentley Hopkins 
25 — Charlie Jo Howard 
26 — Heather Howard 
26 — Pete Shaffer 

June 4 — Joe & Kristen Bernard 
June 5 — Brian & Heather Howard 
June 25 — Scott & Tracy Bauer 
June 26 — Paul & Kima Lauder 
June 29 — Larry & Linny Livingston 

June Greeters 
 

6—Cathy Coleman 
13—Paul & Sondi Conley 

20—Scott Bauer 
27—Dan & Loreen Maple 
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OFFERINGS 

May 2   $3,494.00 
May 9   $2,787.00 
May 16  $3,591.00 
May 23  $2,244.00 

ATTENDANCE 

May 2  44 
May 9  80 
May 16 47 
May 23 68 

 Thanks for your April donation to House of Faith Orphan-
age.  We have to raise at least $3,000 every month to pay for 
food, medical, education, vehicle, and salaries of the workers.  
We appreciate all that you do. 
 Haiti is getting worse with the kidnappings.  Just today, 
the director said someone kidnapped a boy.  They asked one mil-
lion dollars ransom.  The kidnappers know many people have rel-
atives living in the U.S. and are getting greedy. 
    Love, “Mom” Barb Richter 

Presenting the Class of 2021 
 

On Sunday, May 23rd, we recognized our graduates for 2021.  Pictured L to R are:  Talisha Osburn, 
Angel Hammond, Caleb Hazelbaker (Portsmouth West) and Isaac Horner (Northwest and Vo-tec).  
Angel and Talisha are the recipients of the Nauvoo UMC Scholarships and Caleb is the recipient of 
the Mary Smalley Music Scholarship. 
Not pictured:  Ethan Ratcliff (Portsmouth West and Vo-tec), and our college graduates were Blaine 
Scott and Alex Davis.  Recognizing our graduates were Garnet Renn and Pastor Pete Shaffer. 
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Administrative Board Highlights for Monday, May 10, 2021 
 

Attendance: (7), Pastor Pete Shaffer, Tim Renn, Paul Conley, Sharon Wessel, Roger Cunningham, Linda 
Horner, and Rhonda Hammond.  Tim opened the meeting and Pastor  Pete said the prayer .  Special prayer  re-
quests for Paul’s Mom who was admitted into the hospital that day and for Ron and Judy Browning 
   

TREASURER REPORT:   
 April 2021  Beginning Balance  $25,584.24 
    Offerings     16,502.50 
    Expenses     14,929.44 
    Ending Balance  $27,157.30 
 
PASTOR’S SCHEDULE 

Thursday May 13th    Wedding Rehearsal at the church 
Friday May 14th   Wedding at the Welcome Center 
Saturday May 15th  10:00 AM DCOM @ Peebles 
Wed May 19th 9 AM 12 PM Clergy Session-virtual 
Sunday May 23rd afternoon teaching Fire Chaplains Class @Beavercreek return Wed. 
Sunday June 6th  2—6:00 PM Annual Conference—virtual 
Monday June 7th  8:30 AM--? Annual Conference—virtual 

 

Pete said there are 6 recommendations to be presented at Annual Conference.  Of the 6, there are 3 that are controver-
sial, they want to go outside of the what the Book of Discipline states.   

 
PPRC—Met on May 3rd at 7:00 PM 

Discussed Pete’s schedule 
Pete updated them on the denomination and what’s going on with general church issues. 

 
TRUSTEES—met on April 26th at 6:00 PM 

Hired Dakota Osburn to cut the grass at $25 a week 
Scott Bauer is still checking on someone to do the pressure washing. 
Trish noticed that the bathroom ceiling at the parsonage had some water drips.  Scott Bauer came and looked at 

the roof and put some seal here and there and around the vent pipe flashing.  Have to keep an eye on it after 
the next rain. 

Pete noticed that the Frontier bill had went from $169.24 to $282.70.  So he called them and they said that the 
promotion we were in ended and we now had to pay the regular price.  Pete negotiated with them and we will 
now be getting it close to the original price for the next 2 years.  However, if we decide to cancel it early, 
there will be penalties. 

 
CHILDREN 

Junior Church started again on Mother’s Day, May 9th.  3 children went down.  Sondi is also going to continue 
with the bags and have a lesson and leader ready if any kids want to go down for Junior Church. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 

Sondi Conley is temporarily going to head the Service Stewards until a permanent replacement can be found for 
Pam Lester.  The head Service Steward is chosen by the Service Stewards themselves. 

Terry Cash will be here on June 27th.  She is unavailable on June 13th. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
We had enough seeds and tomato plants at the church for 600 gardens.  Not all have been picked up yet but more 

are supposed to pick them up this week. 
How many graduates do we have this year?  As of today, there were 3 high school and 1 college on the sign-up 

sheet. 
 

Sharon closed the meeting with prayer.    Next meeting will be June 14
th

 at 6:30 PM  
Minutes submitted by Rhonda Hammond  

 

 



6  

 

Nauvoo United Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

 
Terri Cash 

Our Missionary from  
Mozambique 

 
Will be with us on Sunday, June 27th  

during Morning Worship Service. 
 

A freewill offering will be received. 

mailto:pastor@nauvooumc.org

