
   

 

   The Nauvoo News         2020 

 

“But let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no’; 
and anything beyond these is of evil. 

                        —Matthew  5 : 37 
 
 For those of us who enjoy college football, this 
has been a rather topsy-turvy season.  Due to the 

Covid-19 virus, some of the major 
college football conferences decided 
back in August and early September 
to cancel their games this fall, out of 
concern for the health and well-being 
of their athletes and fans.  A couple 
of these conferences, near and dear 

to those of us here in the Midwest, were the 
Big Ten, in which Ohio State plays, and the 
Mid American (MAC), which is the home 
conference of Ohio University (as well as Ak-
ron, Kent State, Bowling Green, and Toledo, 
among others).  It was painful news to hear.  
Saturdays without football here in the Mid-
west seems almost sacrilegious.  But, with the 
way this year has gone, it really came as no 
surprise.  It was just another casualty in a 
fight that we seemed to be losing. 
 
 There were some conferences, howev-
er, that decided to go ahead with their season, 
with some restrictions and limitations, as well as safe-
guards to protect those in the stadiums.  While this 

was good news for football fans in 
general, it created a dilemma for the 
teams that had been left out.  Only a 
few teams would have a chance to 
attend bowl games; even fewer 
would have a chance to participate in 

the playoffs at the end of the season.  Financially, the 
schools that were not going to play would lose out on 
millions of dollars in revenue garnered from television 
coverage and money spent on game day.  City leaders 
and business owners all over the country loudly pro-
tested.  Parents of athletes threatened lawsuits.  Those 
who care about “National Championships” said this 
year’s winner would always be remembered more for 
who they didn’t play than who they did and defeated. 
 
 The protests grew louder and louder.  The roar 
became deafening.  University Presidents and Athletic 
Directors of the conferences that 
had cancelled their season circled 
their wagons, so to speak, and re-
convened to discuss the issues.  
I’m sure they talked with their 
counterparts at other schools and 
solicited input.  They secured information from their 

respective states’ Health Directors.  They met together 
and discussed, at length, what they should do.  The 
end result is that the Big Ten and the MAC have de-
cided to go ahead and have Football, albeit a short-
ened season. 
 
 As a football fan (and a rabid Alumnus), I’m 
happy that I’ll have something to look forward to on 
Saturdays.  As a pastor, I am concerned for the lives 
and health of the athletes, coaches and all involved.  
As a consumer, I’m wondering if the almighty dollar 
didn’t sway the vote.  And as a skeptic 
of popular culture, I’m disappointed 
that the masses got so worked up over 

football.  Where is the same pas-
sion for the Gospel?  Where is 
the outrage over homelessness 
and poverty?  Why don’t we get worked up 
over illiteracy? 
 
 I guess what really gets me is that the 

conferences made their decisions, and then 
caved to whatever pressures, which caused 
them to change their minds/votes.  They origi-
nally made their decisions, they should’ve 
stayed with them.  I believe they have set for 
themselves very dangerous precedent. 
 
There’s a lesson to be learned here.  Jesus stat-

ed it very clearly in the Sermon on the Mount.  He 
told his listeners, “Let your ‘Yes’ be yes … let your 
‘No’ be no.”  In order to be relevant, and to make a 
difference in this world, the Church has to stand up for 
what it believes.  We cannot and must not bend and 
buckle to the forces of popular opinions.  It’s also true 
for us as individuals.  Too often, we base our own ac-
tions and words on what seems to be most popular at 
any given time.  Heaven forbid that we should express 
an opinion that is contrary 
to what others think or say!  
We must be faithful to what 
we believe.  That is what 
the world is looking for.  
We must set the example of 
truth and faithfulness, 
while lifting up the name of Jesus.  That is exactly 
what Jesus was trying to teach us. 

 
 

  Pastor Pete 
 

“I believe 

they have 

set for 

themselves 

a very 

dangerous 

precedent.” 



2  

 

Church Committee  
Meetings   

 

It’s important that all committee members 
be present at scheduled meetings.  Be sure 

to contact the Chairperson if you are unable 
to attend. 

 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee 
No meeting this month 
CHAIR:  Cindy Hurley 

 

Administrative Board 
Monday, October 12 @ 6:30 PM 

CHAIR:  Tim Renn 
 

Trustees 
Monday, October 26 @ 6:00 PM 

CHAIR:  JR Holsinger 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Sunday, November 1st  

Eve Vanderpool  Michael Book 
Gary Weaver   Mary Chaffin 
Tami Wetzig   Kenny Holsinger 
Lovella Litz   Janet Revare 
Jerry Wessel   Bob Stahler 
Lisa Horn   Gordan Kelch 
Pat Coleman   Penny Miller 
Martha Perry  Ronnie Click 
Lois Meyers   Paul Hatfield 
Sarah Butterbaugh  Delbert Entler 

Our All Saints List includes those listed below.  
If there is someone missing and you would like 
them to be on the list, please let us know by 
Thursday, October 29th.  Messages can be given 
to Rhonda, Pastor Pete, left on the church an-
swering machine at 740-858-2621, or emailed to 
Rhonda at secretary@nauvooumc.org.   

10   Jackie Blanton 
12   Vince Shirey 
17   Rowan Cutlip 
18   Wyatt Terry 
23   Kenny Renn 
23  Taylor Keen 

26   Kimmy Sparks 
27   Keeli Baldridge 

30   Drew Cunningham 
31  Carmen Rayburn 

18  Emily & Carl Weghorst 
19  Ron & Judy Browning 

20  Dave & Pam Lester 
25  David & Diane Reese 

25  Teresa & Richard Book 
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Operation Christmas Child  2020 Needs:  Beanie Babies 
or similar size stuffed animals up to 10+ inches tall, 100 
Coloring Books, 150 hats of any kind, 25 pairs of gloves, 
and any small toys or games.  
 
Other welcomed items include: 

clothing, hats, gloves, scarves, baseball caps, games, baseballs, footballs, 
basketballs, soccer balls, small ball pumps, sun glasses, tools, nails, sew-
ing items, material, notepads, etc. (See suggestion list.) 

We also welcome any gently used items including toys, hats, 
shoes, clothing, tools, etc. 

SMALL  GROUP  PACKING  PARTIES  BEING  PLANNED 
We are planning several small group packing parties for October 
and November, but dates have not been nailed down yet.  Our 600+ 
shoeboxes are more important than ever this year due to the ex-
pected reduced numbers from usual participants due to the covid-19 
pandemic. STAY TUNED!! 

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Suggestion List 
Please see Trish Shaffer if you have any questions about specific needs for our shoeboxes. 

 
School Supplies  Hygiene Items  Clothing   Useful Items 
Notebooks/Journals  Washcloth/Bar Soap  Hats (Winter/Baseball) Work Gloves 
Coloring/Activity Books Toothbrush/Floss  Scarf    Hand Shovel 
Book to read   Band Aids   Glove/Mittens   Fishing Kits 
Picture Book   Chapstick   Bandana   Bungee Cords 
Pencils & Pens  Hair Accessories  Shirts    Rope/Clothespins 
Crayons   Comb/Brush   Shorts/Pants   Hammer & Nails 
Colored Pencils  Nail Clippers   Dress    Screwdrivers & Screws 
Markers & Highlighters Compact Mirrors  Socks    Zip Ties 
Erasers    Stick Deodorant  Shoes    Duct Tape 
Pencil Sharpeners  Washable Menstrual Pads Flip Flops   Pliers 
Scissors       Underwear   Tarps 
Rulers        Sunglasses   Sewing Kits 
Tape        Jewelry   Shoelaces 

 

Toys and Fun Items 
Soccer Ball  Tennis Ball  Baseball 
Barbie/Baby Doll Musical Instruments Noisemakers/Whistles 
Tiaras & Dress Up Sand Toys  Games/Puzzles 
Stuffed Animals Building Blocks Matchbox/Hot Wheels 
Jump Ropes  Marbles  Jacks & Balls 
Fidget Spinners Small Kites  Tic-Tac-Toe 
Dominos  Yo-yo   Lacing Cards & Beads 
Non-War Action Figures   Small Pumps for Balls 

Index Cards  
Sticky Notes  
Calculator 
Stencils 
Glue Sticks 
Chalk   
Paper Clips 
Binder Clips 

Cuddle Blankets 
Plates/Bowls/Silverware 
Cups/Water Bottles 
Tote Bag/Backpack 
Flashlight w/extra batteries 
Safety Pins 
Binoculars 
Wrist Watch 
Umbrella 
Tape Measure 
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OCC PREP 2020!  We have 
been busy the last 2 months! 
Clockwise from upper left: 
Jackie Blanton bagging pairs of 
socks.  Cathy Coleman bagging 
glove sets.  April Skaggs (front) 
folding boxes while Wilma Gore 
(rear) works on making Weebles.  
Teresa Hatfield marking labels 
for shoeboxes.  Nancy Casey cut-
ting scripture calendar pictures to be 
glued to the tops of shoe boxes.  
Weebles from prepr inted, plastic 
Easter eggs.  Wilma Gore making 
Weebles.  Pam Richards (front) and 
Nancy Casey (rear) cutting scr ip-
ture calendar pictures. 
 

These pictures DO NOT show 
everyone who helped, but we are 
SO THANKFUL  for All who 
have helped in ANY way!! 
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OCC Prep 2020!  
Clockwise from upper left: 
Nancy Casey shows off new 
shelves built by Dan Peebles,  
filled with counted and sorted 
supplies.  Donnie Richards 
unpacking colored pencils. 
Janet Weghorst packed 400 
pieces of sidewalk chalk and 
glue together.  Creatures cre-
ated from back massagers 
painted by Ken Crammer and 
Veora “Pepper” Havens.   
Ken Crammer with the 
creatures.  Jackie Blanton 
with her car full of 75% off 
deals from Dollar General*. 
April Skaggs took tags off  
300+ toboggans. 
 

*BECAUSE OF YOUR 
DONATIONS we were 
able to buy a total of 
$1,600.00 worth of mer-
chandise for $400 from  
local Dollar General stores 
on Sept 26th & 27th!!  
Thank You! 
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Our Sympathy To The Friends and Family of: 
 
Ronnie Click, brother-in-law of Wilma Gore 
Lois Meyers, sister-in-law of Janet Weghorst 
Paul Hatfield, brother of Pam Richards 
Sarah Butterbaugh, aunt of Diann Cook 
Delbert Entler, father/in-law of Brock and Jennie 
 Entler and Kima and Paul Lauder, grandfather/
 great-grandfather to many 

 Thanks for your September support for the House of Faith Orphan-
age.  Schools have been open June through August to make up for when they 
closed in the spring.  The government says that schools will open in Novem-
ber.  Haiti is in a bad way. 
 Many thugs are just killing people to get money.  The police depart-
ment is not very big and they can’t handle all the problems, so tyranny 
reigns. 
 We are making provision to send some of the older boys out to an-
other place to live for one year to teach them to take care of themselves.  We 
will pay their rent and give them food for one more year.  Hopefully, they 
can find some kind of work after that.  We are hoping all things are settled 
about this in September. 
 Hope all is well with you.  May God continue to bless you. 
   Love, “Mom” Barb Richter 

 Thank you for your most recent gift to the Red Bird Missionary Con-
ference, Inc.  We appreciate all of the help that you provide through your 
prayers and support.  Your help allows us to continue our mission, “to minis-
ter to the spiritual, physical, educational, and economic needs of people and 
to equip them to fulfill their God-given potential.”  Our commitment to shar-
ing God’s love extends through seven Kentucky counties and one in Tennes-
see.  Without faithful supporters like you, we would not be able to continue 
God’s ministries or accomplish His goals.  Thanks for helping us in the con-
tinuation of our mission, to be a witness for Christ in the Heart of Appala-
chia.  Travis Slusher, Director of Administrative Services 

Light the Night with Jesus. . . . 
has been canceled  

this year due to COVID-19.   
Hope to see you next year!! 

Stay safe! 
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Administrative Board Highlights for  Monday, September 14, 2020 
 

Attendance:  (9), Pastor Pete Shaffer, Paul & Sondi Conley,  JR Holsinger, Linda Horner, Sharon Wessel, Linny 
Livingston, Cindy Hurley and Rhonda Hammond.   
 

PASTORS REPORT:  Pastor Pete 
 Annual Conference was held via Zoom with about 1,700 other participants.  Passed the budget for 2021. Set salaries, 

pensions, etc.  Elected members for the committees. 
 Charge Conference will be on Tuesday, October 6th at Cornerstone UMC beginning at 6:30 PM.  Pete needs people to 

show up to represent Nauvoo UMC  to Pastor Tim Roth, because Pastor Pete will be facilitating other churches in our 
area. 

 

TREASURER REPORT:  Jennie Entler  
 Beginning Balance  $15,073.41 
     Offerings  $17,914.85 
     Expenses  $12,927.49 
     Ending Balance  $20,060.77 
 

TRUSTEES:  met on August 26, 2020 
 Baptistry will cost $2,000 or more to repair.  They estimate that to replace ours would be $5,000--$6,000 or more.  

They don’t know what to do, needs input from the church.  Scott Bauer suggested getting a portable one.  Paul said it 
all depends on if you want to get something pretty or practical.  Practical would be portable, which leads to the ques-
tion of where would we store it?  Need more information from Jennie about how much money we have earmarked for 
this project.   

 Parking lots have been striped. 
 Men’s Restroom was painted.  JR & Lori painted the women’s restroom and are going to hang new curtains tonight. 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY:  Sondi Conley Making treat bags to pass out to the kids. 
 

PPRC:  met on September  7, 2020. 
 Valley UMC will be returning to inside church on Sunday, September 20, 2020.  So, if we continue to have Drive-In 

Church then the time has to be moved back to 11:00 AM.   
 Discussed church returning to inside the building.  Pete feels that we are ready to come back inside.  Everyone wants it 

to return.  Decided to start back on Sunday, September 20th.   
 In order to return to inside church we have to set some guidelines and some of them are: 

Masks are required at all times.    At least 2 hand sanitizing stations. 
Remove some chairs and spread them apart to allow for social distancing. 
Conference recommends no singing, Pastor Pete bothered by that, so we will sing with masks on. 
Prayer concerns will continue with bulletin inserts. 
No ushers collecting offerings.  Offerings will be placed in a collection box by information table. 
No choir for now.    Special Singing will be allowed. 
Ushers will help with seating.  No special greeting time. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 Oldtown and Friendship UMC not interested in helping with the Prison Initiative.  Pastor Pete was unable to reach Rick 
Phillips at Bethel UMC.  So we are going to put it on hold for now.  Paul said that if Pete would let Rev Tom Knauff, 
over the Prison Initiative, know that if someone comes back locally and needs some things that he and Sondi might be 
able to help a little. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Patriot Sunday not celebrated because of Covid-19. 
 Do we want to do something special for our First Responders, since we are unable to have a special dinner of recogni-

tion for them?  On behalf of the Fire Dept, Paul said that we forget it this year they would completely understand. 
 Township is only allowing the Fire Prevention Parade on October 11th.  No Open House at the Fire Dept. 
 Light the Night—didn’t know if the county was going to even have Trick or Treat this year.  (Have since learned that 

they are allowing Trick or Treat on Saturday, October 31st from 5:00—7:00 PM)  But we don’t feel like we would be 
able to have Light the Night safely this year.   
 

Pete closed the meeting and asked Linny to say the prayer. 
 
Next meeting will be October12th at 6:30 PM.   
Minutes submitted by Rhonda Hammond  

 
 



8  

 

Nauvoo United Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

New Issues of the  
Nauvoo UMC Directory  
will be available soon.   

Pick up your copy at the  
Information Table in 

the Church Sanctuary! 

mailto:pastor@nauvooumc.org

