
   

 

   The Nauvoo News         2020 

 

“And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city 
of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 

family of David,  in order to register, along with 
Mary, who was engaged to him and was with child.” 
          Matthew 2 : 4—5 (NASB) 
 
 When I was in grade school, I remember that 
there were a couple of our classmates whose families 

always traveled a pretty far 
distance during the Christ-
mas holidays.  It seems their 
grandparents lived out of 
state, and they were ex-
pected to drive many miles 
in order to spend time with 
the rest of their families.  I 

recall having a conversation with them one year, prob-
ably during recess, as we discussed their upcoming 
trip.  They told us what states they would be going to, 
how long they were going to be gone, and who all 
would be there.  Finally, one of my friends asked the 
question that was burning in all of our minds:  “How 
will Santa find you if you’re not at home?” 
  
 “That’s not a problem,” one answered.  “He 
always finds us, wherever we are.”  I am fairly certain 
that I wasn’t completely sold on that idea at the time.  
Had it been me, I’m afraid I wouldn’t have wanted to 
risk being out of town on Christmas Eve.  I mean, 
Santa did seem to know if I had been naughty or nice, 
and had always rewarded me according-
ly.  (Probably much, much more than I 
truly deserved).  But, to skip out on him 
on the one night of the year when he 
would be making that globe-trotting 
venture?  He had always made it a point 
to include a stop at the “Rainbow 
Farm,” which is where we lived at the time.  I simply 
could not fathom being gone, and was really glad that 
most of my extended family lived within a 20 minute 
car ride of our home. 
   
 Whether he knew it or not at the time, Joseph 
was going to be away from home on the very first 
Christmas.  I’m sure that he looked upon his trip to 

Bethlehem as more bother than 
worth.  The Romans had forced 
Joseph and all the people in the 
empire to travel to their ancestral 
homelands, in order to register 
and pay taxes.  Had he been trav-
eling alone, it might have been 
tolerable.  But this trip, Mary, his 

fiancé, would be going along.  She was very pregnant, 
and would, most likely, give birth somewhere along 
the way.  This was not shaping up to be the kind of 
trip Joseph had hoped for.  Many “What if …” ques-
tions must have flooded his mind.  Joseph probably 
prayed more those few days prior to his departure than 
he had in many years.  But, he remained faithful to the 
messages he received from the angel.  He was to take 
Mary as his wife, and the son that 
would be born to her would be 
God’s instrument for saving the 
world.  There would be no question-
ing the Father’s intentions. 
  
 The Bible says they traveled 
the rugged roads from Nazareth in Galilee to Bethle-
hem in Judea as had been expected of them.  Hard-
ships, loneliness, and their own heavy breathing were 
their only companions.  I’m sure their feet got sore, 
and that they may have taken a wrong turn at some 
point.  How their frustrations must’ve turned to joy as 
they looked ahead and could finally see Bethlehem in 
the distance.  But, just as soon as they arrived, Mary 
felt the beginnings of the birthing process.  They had 
to find shelter quickly.  Un-
fortunately, there was none 
to be found.  They hastily 
set up in an animal pen, 
probably inside a small 
cave.  We don’t know if Jo-
seph was able to get some 
help, but Mary’s baby was 
born nonetheless. 
  

 And it all happened just as it had been planned.  
God’s timing and will are perfect.  Jesus came into 
this world as a humble infant, in an out-of-the-way 
place, during a most incredible era of time.  I’m fairly 
sure that Joseph must’ve thought at some point, “Will 
God ever find us?”  To which the Lord replied, “I’ll 
always find you, wherever you are.” 
 

   Pastor Pete 
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Church Committee  
Meetings   

 

It’s important that all committee members 
be present at scheduled meetings.  Be sure 

to contact the Chairperson if you are unable 
to attend. 

 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee 
No meeting in December 
CHAIR:  Cindy Hurley 

 

Administrative Board 
Monday, December 14@ 6:30 PM 

CHAIR:  Tim Renn 
 

Trustees 
Monday, December 28 @ 6:00 PM 

CHAIR:  JR Holsinger 

 5   Tim Renn & Jamie Prater 
11   Clayton Grant 
15  Loreen Maple 
18  Paul Lauder 
19  David Maple 
20  Nathan Lauder 
21  Brody Scott 
24  Paisley Wellington 
26  Ethan Cole 

23  Richard & Barb Phillips 
24  Vince & Grace Shirey 
30  Scott & Leichia Davis 

Christmas Eve 
Thursday, 

 December 24th 
5:30 & 7:30 PM 

 
Due to the limited number of people we are al-
lowed to have at our Christmas Eve service, we 

will be having 2 services this year.  Attendance is 
based on having a ticket for the services.  For more 

information and to obtain tickets, please call the 
church at 740-858-2621.  Masks and social dis-

tancing  
will be followed at each service.   
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CHRISTMAS COOKIE EXCHANGE 
When:  Tuesday, December 8

th
  

Time:  5:30- ?? 
Where:  Shelter House Parking Lot 

Prepare your favorite home baked cookies in packages of 6.   
You will exchange the number of packages of 6 cookies for  

different packages of 6 cookies.   
So bring 3 dozen take home a variety of 3 dozen cookies  

without doing all the work of preparing so many  
different kinds of cookies.   

 
Since COVID has changed a lot of things this year,  

so has the cookie exchange changed!!   
Bring your own chair (along with those delicious cookies) and 

meet in the parking lot by the shelter house.   
We will have a fire, donuts, hot chocolate  

and a fun filled evening!! 
In the event of rain, the cookie exchange will be held on  

Thursday, December 10th!!! 
 

Any questions, please feel free to contact  
Jennie Entler (740-357-8349) or Linda Horner (740-357-5051) 
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Operation Christmas Child 2020 
 

Like everything else, the coronavirus presented a chal-
lenge to our normal packing parties for Operation 
Christmas Child. (OCC) Normally we would have one 
during Junior Church, one after church, and one during 
evening Youth Group, but group sizes in limited space 
made it prohibitive.   
OCC Group Coordinators, Trish Shaffer and Jackie 
Blanton, decided to set the packing line up before the 
end of October and made packing availa-
ble to families and individuals at their 
convenience.  They didn’t get pictures of 
everyone, but we are so thankful to the 
many who came and packed!  

 
Some who packed are pictured clockwise 
beginning upper right:  Sophie Ter ry, 
April & Michelle with Sondi Conley, 
Pam Richards, Ken Cramer, Eric & Alli-
son Hurst, Mike & Barb Warner, Our 
oldest packer Veora “Pepper” Havens, 
age 86, and Mike and Lori Payne with 
their great nephew Wyatt Miller, and our 
youngest packer, Wyatt Miller, age 3. 
 
Also packing were:  J.R. & Lori Holsinger with 
daughter Casey and her friend Roxie, Jennie 
Entler and her grandchildren, Jamie Prater, Cin-
dy Hurley,  Donnie Richards, Teresa Hatfield, 
Alexis Hatfield, April Skaggs, Jackie Blanton, 
Trish Shaffer, Cathy Coleman, Scott Bauer &  
Diana Wellman.  
 
OUR PACKING GOAL was 625 for  the  
Fellowship Hall, but God Blessed Us with 730!! 
An additional 30 boxes were brought in by individ-
uals, bringing our church Total to  

760 BOXES! 
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COLLECTION WEEK   
November 16-23, 2020 

 

The corona virus brought changes to collection week with the 

option for individuals to scan a QR Code with their phone 

from the comfort of their car, to fill out their contact infor-

mation.  Only one person took advantage of the option, but 

still came inside after completing it!    
 

During the week we collected over 1,100 shoe boxes; filling 65 cartons!  Many thanks are ex-

tended to everyone who helped in manning the Drop-Off Center and loading the cartons for 

shipping.   The cartons were then loaded into a truck, 

owned by Livingston’s Scrap Yard, and transported to 

the Central Drop Off Location at Wheelersburg First 

Church of Christ, (a new and much closer location than 

the previous one in South Point)!  From there, they 

went to Charlotte, N.C. to the Processing Center.  

Pictured Clockwise, Starting Upper Left : 

Packing cartons: Mike & Barb Warner, Cathy Coleman,  

and  Pastor Pete Shaffer assists Jackie Blanton. Mike 

Warner brings a cart of cartons to the Fellowship Hall 

Door, while Dan Artis lifts one from the stack, Mike 

Payne passes a carton to Jamie Conley. 

ABOVE: A temporary unmask-
ing of helpers loading the truck.  
 

L-R: Dan Peebles, truck driv-
er, Mike Payne, Trish Shaffer 
(Drop-Off Coordinator), Dan 
Artis, Jamie Conley, and Mike 
Warner   
Kneeling front: Paul Conley 
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 Veteran’s Recognized 

 
Despite the pandemic, we still had a 
few veterans that attended morning 

worship on November 8th.   
We were proud to recognize:  
Clockwise starting at right:  
Kenneth Cramer, Don Roush 
(Pastor Pete’s uncle), Larry Living-
ston, Danny Maple, Mike Warner, 
and Paul Conley. 

Thank You for Your Service! 
 

Our beautiful All Saint’s Day table was 
prepared so that family members could light 
candles in memory of their loved ones without 
having to use the same lighter.  Individuals 
would remove a  9” inch match from  the  
vase of rice, (pictured to the right of the table), 
light the match from the Christ candle, light 
their candle, and deposit the match in the wa-
ter filled left vase.     
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Administrative Board Highlights for  Monday, November 9, 2020 
 

Attendance: (11), Pastor Pete Shaffer, Paul & Sondi Conley,  JR Holsinger, Linda Horner, Sharon Wessel, Linny 
Livingston, Jennie Entler, Cindy Hurley, Pam Lester and Rhonda Hammond. 
Pastor Pete called the meeting to order and said the opening prayer.     
 

PASTORS REPORT:  Pastor Pete 
11/14 Saturday 9:00 AM Lay Servant Training @ Waverly Grace 
11/16 Monday 7:30 PM OVFA @ Morgan Twp 
12/1 Tuesday 7:30 PM FD Corp Meeting 
 

TREASURER REPORT:  Jennie Entler  
 Beginning Balance  $20,490.18 
     Offerings  $13,599.34 
     Expenses  $14,029.88 
     Ending Balance  $20,059.64    

 We’re doing OK!  $5,000 still owed in Apportionments. 
 

TRUSTEES   JR Holsinger        no meeting in October  
Men’s urinal leaking—going to see about getting a plumber to fix or replace it. 
 

PPRC:  Cindy Hur ley  met on November 2, 2020 
 Discussed the Pastor’s schedule  •     Discussed how the indoor church is going and the All Saints’ Service 
 Dismissing services by sections and Pastor Pete will not be on the porch to discourage mingling inside the church. 
 Christmas Eve Service   •     COVID Level 4--purple 
 
SERVICE STEWARDS:  Pam Lester 
 Christmas Boxes—It was decided that because of COVID that the service stewards would not meet and arrange Christ-

mas boxes for our shut-ins this year.  However, Pam felt like we still needed to do something for them so she made a 
motion to purchase $25 gift cards and mail them to our 8 shut-ins.  Jennie seconded.  All approved. 

 
OLD BUSINESS:    
 COVID Purple level—there is no set in stone procedure according to the District office.  It was decided to treat a  
 Purple level the same as a level 2 or 3 snow emergency.  If Scioto County goes to purple we automatically close.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Parking lot service—someone mentioned to JR that they would like it if they put a speaker outside and those who 
wanted to come (but not come into the church) and listen from the parking lot could if they wanted to.  Still discussing. 

 Pam wanted to know about the Poinsettias for Christmas.  It was decided that because of COVID that we would not be 
doing our poinsettias in honor or memory of our loved ones this year.  However, we would still like to purchase some 
to use as décor in the church sanctuary. 

 Hanging of the Greens—will be happening the week of Thanksgiving.  Date and times will be announced later.  Jennie 
said that maybe because of COVID we shouldn’t put up the big tree this year because it takes several people to put it 
up and then decorate it.  Just use the poinsettias and a few other decorations.  Pam feels that we need to keep things 
going for Christmas because COVID has taken so much of our traditions from us already.  Pete is going to talk to Di-
ann Cook and see what she suggests. 

 Christmas Eve Service—Valley has decided to cancel this year.  Linda suggested maybe have 2 services and give out a 
set number of tickets for each service.  Passing of the flame is not the problem as much as the respirations of so many 
people in the sanctuary at once.  Our Christmas Eve Service has a large attendance. 

 Linda Tieman asked if the Choir could come to our church and sing and record a couple of their songs while no one is 
in attendance.  They would then put together a video presentation of the songs and present it to the churches to share 
with their congregations.  It was agreed to let this happen. 

 Cookie Exchange will be on Tuesday, December 8th at 5:30 PM outside at the shelterhouse, if rain then it will be on 
Thursday, December 10th.  Packages of 6 cookies need to be brought to exchange for other packages of 6 cookies.  If 
you bring 3 dozen total cookies (which would be 6 packages of 6 cookies) then you will leave with 3 dozen different 
cookies.  There will be a bonfire, hot chocolate and donuts.  Bring your own chair to sit around the fire and enjoy some 
refreshments, games and fellowship.  Masks and social distancing required.  For more info contact Jennie or Linda. 

 
Pastor Pete closed the meeting.  Jennie said the closing prayer 
 
Next meeting will be December 14th at 6:30 PM.   
Minutes submitted by Rhonda Hammond  
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Nauvoo United Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICe 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2020 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

ROGER W. DAVIS FUNERAL HOME 
1310 THIRD STREET 

WEST PORTSMOUTH, OHIO 

Between 1:00 and 4:00 PM, as each family arrives they will be 
given an ornament to take home and a bow to hang on our “Tree 
Of Remembrance” in memory of their loved ones.  Due to Covid-
19, there will be no inside memorial service.  However, a memo-
rial service and lighting of the tree will be Facebook live on the 
Roger W. Davis page and beginning at 4:00 PM.   

  Warmest wishes, Scott and Leichia  

mailto:pastor@nauvooumc.org

