
   

 

    The Nauvoo News         JULY 2020 

“My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your 
heart keep my commandments; for length of days 
and years of life, and peace they will add to you.” 

           -  Proverbs  3 : 1 – 2 

 

 As I write this article, I am completing six dec-
ades of riding the Earth around the Sun.  Sixty years.  
Or 720 months.  Or 22,103 days, 7 hours and 59 
minutes, to be precise.  (And they said I’d never use 
math after high school.)  HA! 
 

 Let’s face it, sixty years, from a human 
perspective, is a fairly long time.  Some of the 

folks who started this journey the 
same year I did, didn’t make it this 
far.  Some of them, I miss terribly.  
Even some of the more notable 
folks from the pages of history 
didn’t live to see their sixtieth 

birthday: Julius Caesar died at 55 … King Henry 
VIII also at 55 … Abraham Lincoln was 56 when 
he died … Amelia Earhart was lost at sea just a 
few days shy of her 40th birthday … and my Fa-
ther-in-law died at 59.  Even Jesus Christ, who 
died the death to make salvation possible, went 
to the cross when he was only 33.  So, right now, I’m 
feeling rather fortunate to have survived this long. 
 

 I have a friend who told me, “Sixty makes you 
think.  Fifty wasn’t bad … even fifty-five was OK.  
But sixty gets in your head.”  And she’s right.  At 
least, in my case.  I’ve been doing some introspection, 
some assessments of what I’ve been doing for sixty 
years.  It’s kind of like those Saturday afternoons of 
my teenage existence, when Mom would come home 

from work around 1:15 and find me 
laying on the couch, watching car-
toons or a football game on TV.  She 
would look around the house, and 
exclaim, “What have you been doing 
all day?”  Now, based on her observa-
tions, she already knew the answer. 

But because she was the mom, it was her responsibil-
ity to ask.  So, for anyone who is asking, here’s what 
I’ve been doing for sixty years. 
  

 Family.  I’ve been blessed in this regard for 
certain.  Mom and Dad are still with us, for which I 
am especially grateful.  Trish and I have 32 years to-
gether.  My brother (or, as I often say, my “mother’s 
other son”) is doing good, and if 
he gets through his upcoming 
surgery on July 14, he will be 
better.  I have about half of my 
aunts and uncles, and most of 

my cousins still living. Three of my grandparents 
lived long enough for me to do their funerals.  Losing 
my in-laws, Norman and Carol, was difficult, as well 
as Trish’s sister, Terri.  But everyone else seems to be 
grooving along, and we’re soon to get another great 
niece or nephew! 
  

Friends.  I am an extremely 
rich man when it comes to 

friends. 
1. There are a few folks from the five previous 

congregations I’ve served with whom 
Trish and I still maintain contact.  I could 
list names, but I’d probably leave someone 
out.  They are all too important to be ex-
cluded.  Thank you, God, for all the 
churches I have pastored. 

2. Some of the people I attended seminary with 
are very near and dear to my heart.  We 
keep tabs on each other, and visit together 
when time allows.  Thank you, God, for 
Larabee-Morris Dorm at Asbury Seminary. 

3. There is a group of guys I went to high 
school with, and we formed a “fraternity” 
back in the day.  I don’t think I could have 
made it through some of those dark days of 
the past without their help.  We’ve traveled 
together, got in trouble together, played 
together, entertained others together, and 
now we’ve gotten old … together.  Thank 
you, God, for Korky’s Raiders. 

  

 Fun.  I guess I’ve always lived by the creed, 
“If you can’t have fun, then why do it?”  I realize that 
there is a time for work and a time for play (to para-
phrase King Solomon), but come on … let’s have 
FUN!  All my life, I’ve enjoyed my spectator sports 

on TV and attended countless games – 
the Dallas Cowboys (who also turned 60 
this year), Columbus Blue Jackets, Cin-
cinnati Reds, Ohio Bobcats and Ohio 

State Buckeyes, NASCAR and Olym-
pic events.  I’ve enjoyed participating 
in some sports – football, baseball, 
softball, and disc golf.  I get it honest 
when it comes to listening to music of 
various genres, and of course, I REALLY like playing 
those guitars (especially the ones that plug in).  I’d 
rather go to a concert than do just about anything else, 
and I’d rather be onstage than watch someone else.  I 
love to travel, sit around a campfire, read history, 
watch John Wayne movies and listen to comedians. 
For some, doing the things on this list would be very 
boring.  But for me, they’re all fun. 

Sixty 
years of 

life 
crunched 

into a 
few par-
agraphs.  

Continued on Page 2 
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Church Committee  
Meetings   

 

It’s important that all committee members 
be present at scheduled meetings.  Be sure 

to contact the Chairperson if you are unable 
to attend. 

 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee 

Monday, July 6 @ 7:00 PM 

CHAIR:  Cindy Hurley 
 

Administrative Board 

Monday, July 15 @ 6:30 PM 

CHAIR:  Tim Renn 
 

Trustees 

Monday, July 22 @ 6:00 PM 

CHAIR:  JR Holsinger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 Camp Dates:  
Canceled this year 

...held at Shawnee State Lodge in June and 
July have been Canceled this year.  There-
fore we will not be having our annual Ice 

Cream Social with them this year.   

 Faith.  I can’t tell you exactly when I got saved, but I can take you to the spot.  I’m grateful for the 
people who thought it was important enough to tell me about my need for Jesus, and 
made it easy to understand.  Because of my faith, I was able to go to OU and Asbury to 
earn the required degrees, and then fulfill all of the requirements for Ordination in the 
United Methodist Church.  My faith has seen me through some rugged times, and been 
the reason for my existence.  My life as a Pastor and Chaplain is not mundane.  I’ve 
pastored churches for 34 years, and been a Chaplain for 13.  I’ve preached at revivals, 
been a Camp Counselor, and been involved in numerous Emmaus Walks and Chrysalis 
Flights.  I’ve officiated too many funerals and too many weddings.  I’ve been invited to countless communi-
ty events, special recognitions, and walked through some horrific experiences.  I’ve laughed with folks, cried 
with others, and have simply been a presence during the ups and downs of peoples’ lives.  I am reminded 
daily of, and have come to depend on, the Apostle Paul’s admonition:  “I can do all things through Him who 
strengthens me.” (PHP 4:13). 
  

 So, there it is.  Sixty years of life crunched into a few paragraphs.  Has any of it mattered?  I’d like to 
think that some of it has.  I hope and pray that there have been others who have found it a blessing to be 
around when I was, or that they gained something from our time together.  I don’t know how much more 

time I have in this world, but I’m not worried about that.  I know that God has promised that 
I am going to live forever with Him, and so at 60, I’m just getting started.  I pray that we all 
will redeem our time, and live life to the fullest.  Happy Birthday to me! 
    Pastor Pete 

Con’t from  Page 1 
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Ministry Continued During  
The Covid-19 Pandemic  
With non-family spaced 6-feet apart, & 
masks, gloves & hand sanitizer made 
available, the sacking and sorting of seeds 
for the Jackson Area Ministry  
Garden Project went on!  With the tables 
in a horseshoe shape, we passed over 600 
lunch sacks around the room, each adding 
seeds or instructions.     
At Right Going Counter Clockwise Around the Room:  Den-
ise Book, opening sacks, Jackie Blanton, April Skaggs, Mary & 
David Maple, Pastor Pete Shaffer, Pam Richards, Nick Skaggs 
Teresa Hatfield, Angie & Tim Renn & Kenna Renn.  

 

Below:  A Quick Group Picture  
L-R, Back:  Pam Richards, Teresa Hatfield, Angie Renn, 

Pete Shaffer, Mary Maple, David Maple, 
Denise Book, Nick Skaggs   

Front:  Jackie Blanton, Tim Renn*, 
Kenna Renn and April Skaggs. Not pic-
tured: Trish Shaffer (*Tim’s broken foot 

courtesy of  a horse falling on him.) 
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Over 6,000 tomato plants came to Scioto County for the Garden Project!  Dave and Mary McQuay, from 
Wheelersburg UMC, drove to Scott Hill Farms in Meigs Co. to get them for us!  The plants and seeds were 
then picked up or delivered to area food pantries for distribution.  Food pantries included:  Beech Fork Baptist 
Church (Otway), Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church (West Portsmouth), Minford UMC, Wheelersburg 
UMC, Potter’s House Ministries (Sciotoville), Catholic Social Services (Portsmouth), and Rarden Daily Bread.  
 

Picture above: L-R:  Unloading the delivery Truck: Denise Book and Mary McQuay 

Picking up seeds and plants:  Ed & Shirley Jones, Beech Fork Baptist Church.   

Tomato  
Plants! 

INFORMATION NEEDED….PLEASE!!! 
 

I am updating our Nauvoo UMC Directory and I need to 
have any corrections or additions, as soon as you can.  If 
you have any address, phone, cell phone or email address 

changes or need to be added to the church directiory, 
please send them to me at secretary@nauvooumc.org.   

 

I will also take any Birthday or Anniversary additions or 
changes to the same email address.   

Thank you all for your support! 
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Our Sympathy To The Friends and Family of: 
 

Lisa Horn, mother of Brynden Roark and daughter of  
        Bob Roark 

 Thank you so much for picking me for the scholar-
ship and also for all the support throughout the years. 
    Love, Nick Davis 

 Thank you for allowing us to hold Brennan’s Grad-
uation Party in the basement.  We couldn’t have asked for 
a better day.  Brennan was thrilled.  We had a day of good 
food, good fellowship and many blessings.   

     Cathy 

4  Brock Entler  
4 Rebekah Cunningham 

5 Michelle Horner 
6 David Horner 
10  Trish Shaffer 
11  William Wetzig 

12  Lori Holsinger 
12 Mary Maple 

20  Wilma Gore 

20 Christy Irwin 

22  Caroline Lyon 

22 Debbie Scaff 
23 Jude Persin 

25  Belinda Hopkins 

25 Miles Persin 

27  Cinnamon Wellington 

28  Debbie Scaff 

2  Dan & Loreen Maple 

5  Nicole & James Persin 

19  Butch & Diann Cook 

22 Roy & Melissa Lucas 
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AN OPPORTUNITY FOR SUMMER CHURCH CAMP 

 

The Board of Directors at Evans 
Christian Outfitters (ECHO), 
formerly Camp Francis Asbury 
in Rio Grande, Ohio, has decid-
ed to host two week-long camp-
ing events for children and 
youth in July.  This will be a scaled down version of what 
the original schedule had been.  However, all precautions 
have and will be taken to provide a safe, Christ-centered, 
and fun time for all campers.  The dates for the camps are 
as follows: 
 

 Middle/High School Camp July 19-24 

 Intro Camp   July 26-28 

 Elementary Camp  July 26-31 

 

The cost to attend Middle/High School Camp (youth entering grades 6-12), will be $100 per 
camper.  Elementary and Intro Camps will be held simultaneously.  Intro Camp (for first-timers 
entering grades 1-4) will cost $50/camper.  Elementary Camp (children entering grades 3-6) will 
be $100 for each attendee.  The Church will pay half of each camper’s fee, and scholarships are 
available for those needing assistance.  To register, go to  evanschristiancamp.com  and follow 
the prompts.  You may also contact Pastor Pete for further details and information. 

 

We realize that this information is coming rather quickly, but we 
have just received it ourselves.  The Camp Board has worked tire-
lessly and prayerfully to make camp happen during these unforeseen 
times.  Please know that all campers and staff will be well cared for.  
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Pastor Pete.  

Registrations will need to be filled out ASAP. 

 Due to the recent spike in COVID-19 cas-
es in Scioto County and Ohio, the Administrative 
Board of NUMC has decided to continue the 
Drive-In Worship services through the month of 
July.  While many on the Board had hoped we 
could be back indoors by this time, they have con-
cluded that for the health and safety of all parish-
ioners, it would be best to continue with the cur-

rent arrangement for the time being.  Thank you for your patience and understanding, and for 
your faithful attendance on Sunday mornings on the Parking Lot.  We remain indebted to Chuck 
Horner, Donnie Richards, Anna Davis, and J.R. Holsinger and our Usher Team for giving their 
collective time and energy each Sunday.  We try to provide an uplifting worship experience 
each week.  Continue to pray for NUMC as we try to minister the love and grace of Jesus Christ 

  

DRIVE IN CHURCH CONTINUES... 
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Nauvoo United Methodist Church 

1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 

(740) 858-2621 Church     

(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

mailto:pastor@nauvooumc.org

