
   

 

   The Nauvoo News          2020 

 

“And when people escape from the wickedness of the 
world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and 
then get tangled up and enslaved by sin again, they are 

worse off than before … They prove the truth of this 
proverb: ‘A dog returns to its own vomit.  And another 

says, ‘A washed pig returns to the mud.’” 
                                                    —II Peter 2:20, 22 (NLT) 
 
 I pray that as your read this edition of the newslet-
ter, you are staying well and safe.  We all must continue to 
plod along, facing the pandemic with grace and the strength 
that our God provides daily.  I realize that living under the 
current conditions has been difficult.  We’ve all 
had to make some changes to our routines, and 
sometimes deal with the uncertainties with our 
best guesses.  For me, the greatest changes 
have revolved around how to provide quality 
worship experiences within the parameters that 
have been established or recommended by the 
Bishop and/or the Health Department.  Leading 
worship on the Parking Lot has been interest-
ing, to say the least.  Each week, we have to 
stay glued to the weather forecasts, radar, and 
the latest reports.  We cannot take any chances 
with getting our equipment ruined by rain, or 
worse yet, getting someone hurt by wind or lightning.  We 
thank you for your understanding if, and when, cancella-
tions happen.  We are grateful that we can “go live” on 
You Tube or Facebook when inclement conditions force us 
to be inside.  Please continue to monitor Social Media 
when bad weather threatens us on Sunday mornings. 
 

 I will say, though, that there is one who really en-
joys being outside on Sunday mornings … our dog, Bucky.  

He socializes with lots of folks by the 
fence each week.  And, he knows that 
many of them bring him a treat.  He pa-
tiently sits and watches as the service 
progresses, knowing that he will go back 
in the house to escape the sweltering 
heat once everything is completed.  He 
truly loves being out in the yard where 
he can keep a watchful eye on the neigh-

borhood and bark at the neighbor’s cats.  But, what Bucky 
doesn’t understand is that being out in the yard isn’t exactly 
good for him.  You see, Bucky has an allergy … to grass. 
 

 Some months ago, we noticed that Bucky scratched 
himself continuously and rigorously.  A trip to the vet and 
some testing confirmed our concerns.  We have since tried 
many options available to us for his condition.  Some have 
worked a little, some not so much.  Bucky still has an ag-
gravating itch that simply won’t go away.  Trish brushes 
him, and gives him baths with anti-itch shampoo.  We put 
medicine in his food, and he’s even had some shots.  The 
long and short of it is that he still has to go outside, for ob-
vious reasons.  And, when he does, he immediately flops 
down, rolls over, and scratches himself … IN THE 
GRASS!  He thinks that will give him some relief.  But, 
unfortunately, it only exacerbates the problem.  The very 

grass he uses to scratch causes more itching.  It’s a no-win 
for sure. 
 

 It’s hard to watch a pet go through this, knowing 
that we cannot provide the comfort he longs for.  But 
watching Bucky has caused me to consider some folks I 
know who have fallen into a similar downward spiral re-
garding their spiritual health.  It’s a glorious thing to see 
someone come to Christ and be radical-
ly saved from their sin and their past.  
But it is equally painful and horrific to 
watch them fall back into the same pat-

terns of life from which they 
were saved in the first place.  They think that 
those things will bring them pleasure or satisfac-
tion.  In reality, those habits and actions are what 
used to, and will again, bring destruction to their 
souls. 
 

 The Apostle Peter, nearing the end of his 
life in this world, wrote to believers to warn them 
of the things that could be detrimental to their 
faith.  He spoke of false teachers and their poi-
sonous ideologies, and to not be fooled by such 
nonsense.  He admonished Christ’s followers to 
not get lazy, but to be diligent in tending their 

faith through prayer, and the study and application of scrip-
ture.  And he especially exhorted them to not get caught up 
in the same bad habits and lifestyles which they participat-
ed in prior to their conversion to Christ.  In the passage 
above, Peter boldly states that if a believer goes back to the 
kind of life they lived prior to being saved, they are then 
worse off than they were before.  He goes on to say that 
they would have been better off having never been forgiven 
of their sins at all.  He quotes from Proverbs, and likens 
them to clean pigs going out and wallowing in the mud.  
For Jewish folks like Peter and many of the early disciples, 
pigs were unclean animals to begin with.  In their minds, 
only God could make a pig 
clean.  And if God did, it would 
be senseless for that pig to go 
back to the mudhole.  But that’s 
exactly what pigs do.  They go 
back and nullify their cleanness.  It shouldn’t be that way 
for a follower of Jesus.  We have to guard against the temp-
tations that had us trapped in the past.  Just because we’re 
saved, it doesn’t mean we aren’t susceptible anymore.  
We’re vulnerable to temptation no matter how long we’ve 
walked with Jesus.  What we learn in the meantime, is how 
to combat the enemy and stay clean. 
 

 I pray that none of us fall back into the sins of our 
past.  Keep watch and be aware of the schemes of the devil.  
Don’t be like Bucky, rolling around in the very place that 
causes him the most discomfort, thinking he’ll find some 
satisfaction.  It doesn’t work. 

 

   Pastor Pete 
 

It should not 
be that way 

for a  
follower of  

Jesus. 
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Church Committee  
Meetings   

 

It’s important that all committee members 
be present at scheduled meetings.  Be sure 

to contact the Chairperson if you are unable 
to attend. 

 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee 
No meeting this month 
CHAIR:  Cindy Hurley 

 

Administrative Board 
Monday, August 10 @ 6:30 PM 

CHAIR:  Tim Renn 
 

Trustees 
Monday, August 31 @ 6:00 PM 

CHAIR:  JR Holsinger 

Would you like to help get information to other 
members of our church?  Would you like to Volun-

teer to be part of a prayer chain? 
 

If you would like to be part of a home phone prayer chain, a 
cell phone text prayer chain, or a Facebook private prayer 
chain,  please get the information to Rhonda.  Information 

needed is your name, home phone number, cell phone number 
and/or name used on Facebook depending on which prayer 

chain you would like to join.  Information can be sent by fill-
ing out the form in the Sunday bulletin and dropping it into 

the offering baskets or can be sent via email to secre-
tary@nauvooumc.org, by text or phone call to 740-935-4821 
or you can leave me a message on the church phone at 740-

858-2621.  We are hoping to form several small prayer chains 
so that we can share information quicker.  

Volunteers Needed for Prayer Chains 

*ALL* SCHOOL * SUPPLIES * NEEDED *  

For Our 600 Boxes For Operation Christmas Child We Need Sup-
plies!!!  

You can Buy Supplies, or Donate Money  
to Nauvoo UMC and designate it to O.C.C.  

**Crayons * Pencils * Pens * Rulers**  
*Notebooks* Erasers-Pencil Top & Large* Scissors* 

You can give electronically at the following web link. You must type in 
"Nauvoo UMC" at the bottom of the form.  https://bit.ly/2ZPRABQ   

Visit our website: 
 

nauvooumc.org 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2ZPRABQ%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3HKTA3uc_pYqefGRhRPJMREz6Hky08QRZNpXgVeKVOT2c7mZ6oIHHJIfY&h=AT0NA3WyhTuYfYBMFJjKn7skt7qA2YJB7A__8pkWo5ATj7CO0GTJ5HHpEx4bF4BPb7tj33N2a1hLW2nhCgixtARiJBZYcNiWyJBhNnclSxaNrqz0bYlR8-AhTS
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   EXCITING NEWS!! 

An Operation Christmas Child  
Full Circle Speaker is Coming to Nauvoo UMC! 

Sunday Morning Worship  at  10:00 a.m. 
 August 23

rd
 or 30

th
     

After 15 years of packing shoeboxes, and serving as a drop-off location 

for 10 years, Nauvoo UMC has been chosen as the location for a “Full 

Circle Speaker!!”  This is someone who received a shoebox as a child 

and has gone on to pack shoeboxes for others!  

 We do not know yet who our speaker will 

be, but we have tentative dates!  As you know 

with the Covid -19 Virus, things are still very much in the air with 

EVERYTHING, but Plan Now to Attend Drive-In Church to hear 

this dynamic speaker!  We will post updated info on:  our webpage, Face Book and to our  

e-mail as we get it! Stay Tuned!! 

INFORMATION NEEDED….PLEASE!!! 
 

I am updating our Nauvoo UMC Directory and I need to 
have any corrections or additions, as soon as you can.  If 
you have any address, phone, cell phone or email address 

changes or need to be added to the church directory, 
please send them to me at secretary@nauvooumc.org.   

 

I will also take any Birthday or Anniversary additions or 
changes to the same email address.   

Thank you all for your support! 
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 Due to the recent spike in COVID-19 cas-
es in Scioto County and Ohio, the Administrative 

Board of NUMC has decided to continue the 
Drive-In Worship services through the month of 
August.  While many on the Board had hoped we 

could be back indoors by this time, they have con-
cluded that for the health and safety of all parish-
ioners, it would be best to continue with the cur-

rent arrangement for the time being.  Thank you for your patience and understanding, and for 
your faithful attendance on Sunday mornings on the Parking Lot.  We remain indebted to Chuck 
Horner, Donnie Richards, Anna Davis, and J.R. Holsinger and our Usher Team for giving their 

collective time and energy each Sunday.  We try to provide an uplifting worship experience 
each week.  Continue to pray for NUMC as we try to minister the love and grace of Jesus Christ 
in these trying times. 

 For Nauvoo UMC is now available 
through the West Ohio Conference web-
site at: 
 

www.westohioumc.org,  
 

click on the donate button and follow the 
prompts.   
 

The following link will also go to the do-
nate page:  https://bit.ly/2ZPRABQ 
 

You can also find the link on the church 
Facebook page. 

Anniversaries 

  4—Kima Lauder  
  4—Garnet Renn 
  5—Silas Horner 
  7—Sarah Reese 
  9—Butch Cook 
  9—Zoe Niekamp 
14—Judy Browning 
19—Noah Livingston 
 Lituchy 
27—Brian Howard 
28—Mason Book 
28—Rhonda Hammond 
28—Richard Book 
29—Roger Cunningham 

11—Chuck & Linda Horner 
26—Craig & Tammi Castle 
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It’s Back To School Time, so it’s time to hit the books!!! 
 

The books of the Bible that is. 
See if you can find the books of the Bible from the Old and New Testaments listed below. 
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Our Sympathy To The Friends and Family of: 
 

Gordan Kelch, uncle of Sondi Conley 

Pat Coleman, aunt of Kima Lauder and Brock Entler  

Penny Miller, sister of Janet Weghorst 

 Even though I can no longer be comfortable sitting 
in the church, Mr. Distel and I want to assure you that we 
still think of all of you and pray God’s blessings to con-
tinue and enrich your lives. Norma Distel 

 Thanks for your May support.  Food prices went 
really high since Covid 19 started.  We appreciate your 
love and concern and your help.  The boys will go to 
school July and August to make up for when the schools 
were closed for Covid 19.  Some of the boys are taking 
guitar lessons.  May God continue to bless you.  Sorry 
this note is late.  It got lost on my desk.  Very busy and 
went out of town also. Love, “Mom” Barb Richter 

 Thank you very much for letting me use the church 
for my Graduation Party.  Also, I can’t thank you enough 
for awarding me the Nauvoo United Methodist Church 
Scholarship, I really appreciate it.  It will help me buy 
my books.  Love, Brennan Bauer 

 Thank you so much for help-
ing us, not only reach our goal, but 
exceed it for the Virtual Diaper/
Wipe drive?  CRADLE received 
10,286 diapers, 243 packs of wipes 
and $1,090!  We had a need and God 
provided through our generous sup-
porters.  We are so thankful! 
  CRADLE 
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Administrative Board Highlights for  
Monday, July13, 2020 

 
Attendance:  (11) Tim Renn, Pastor Pete Shaffer, Paul & Sondi Conley,  Jennie Entler, JR Holsinger, Lin-
da Horner, Cindy Hurley, Sharon Wessel, Judy Browning, and Rhonda Hammond. 
Tim Renn called the meeting to order and Pastor Pete said the opening prayer.   
Prayer requests were made Carol Bauer (Jennie’s sister-in-law), Jennie for her eye injection, Gordan and Miran-
da Kelch (Sondi’s Aunt and Uncle), Dana Mashburn, and Paul Conley.  
   

TREASURER REPORT:  Jennie Entler  
 Beginning Balance  $19,787.26 
     Offerings  $10,971.55 
     Expenses  $15,948.11 
     Ending Balance  $14,810.70 
   
 

 Offerings are $754 per week under budget. 
 Jennie said she paid some of the apportionments. 
 We have had a couple donations on the online site. 
 Copy machine was paid for by donation—paid in full.  Thank you!!! 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 Pete wondered what everyone thought about Communion last Sunday.  Those in attendance thought it was 

fine. 
 Pete asked about ideas for Drive-In Church.  It does need to continue. 

 
TRUSTEES  haven’t met but… 
 Pete going to call Jeff Malone to come check out air conditioners—Pete doesn’t feel it is working correctly 

upstairs. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 Pete said with all the difficulty of COVID-19…What can we do to help with Congregational Care?  How can 

we make sure everyone stays updated on our church family?   
 Share, share, share our concerns.  If you know something let us know so we can share it with our congrega-

tion. 
 School—if school is not in session, can we as a church, do something to help?  Offer tutoring in the base-

ment?  It was decided that since school is supposed to be in session (as of right now) to wait and see what is 
going to happen at school before we decide.   

 Jennie asked if the church has ZOOM—Pete said we did—she said she would like to use it this fall to contin-
ue her Book Club, if she can’t have person to person meetings. 

 Donnie and Chuck are attending a training session Saturday (July 20) to learn about technological issues we 
are having in churches at this time. 

 JR wanted to know if we got masks from the state, and we did.  Should masks be mandatory at church? 
 

Tim closed the meeting.  Judy said the prayer. 
Next meeting will be August 10th at 6:30 PM.   
 
Minutes submitted by Rhonda Hammond  
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Nauvoo United Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

mailto:pastor@nauvooumc.org

