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“But refuse foolish and ignorant speculations, 
knowing that they produce quarrels.” 

    —II  Timothy  2 : 23 
 
 
 If there is anything we have learned 
throughout this entire pandemic, it is that there is 

an inordinate amount of infor-
mation being processed and dis-
tributed.  Every major network, 
whether print or electronic, every 
form of social media, and all 
types of local news outlet have 
all gone above and beyond their 

own normal routines to insure that we, the 
news consumers, have plenty of charts, 
graphs, and statistics to keep us busy and 
entertained for some time to come.  We 
have also been given daily news briefings 
presented by politicians and health offi-
cials, and the weekly summations of the 
pundits, explaining to us how to interpret 
the details.  And last, but certainly not 
least, there have been the choruses of 
opinions and editorials who either ex-
claim the virtues of those who are trying 
to maintain some calm amidst the storm, 
or are attempting to rally the disgruntled 
into fits of rage by casting doubt and plac-
ing blame wherever and whenever they can. 
 
 I don’t know about 
you, but I have just about 
reached my breaking point, 
as far as new information is 
concerned.  I can only pro-
cess a certain amount of 
news before I reach my limit.  And when someone 
tries to tell me how to read the statistics or inter-
pret the charts, that usually makes me a little an-
gry.  I do not consider myself a genius, but I am 
educated and know how to read and understand 
what I hear.  If I do happen to encounter some 
news item that stumps me, I can usually do a little 
research to find out what I am missing.  But, if 
push comes to shove, I certainly am not too proud 
to ask a question of someone I consider to be in-
telligently informed upon that particular subject. 
 
  

 However, what trips my trigger the most, 
so to speak, is when brothers and sisters in Christ 
begin forming opinions and spewing misleading 
information based on faulty or outright false facts.  
I am of the opinion that Christ-followers should 
make it our duty to be up-to-date on the latest and 
most accurate information available.  John Wesley 
used to tell his Circuit Riders to ride from one ap-
pointment to the next “with a Bible in one hand, 
and the latest edition of the newspaper in the oth-
er.”  (I’m not sure how one keeps a horse under 
control that way, but I certainly am NOT endors-
ing distracted driving!)  His point was very simple 
– don’t fall for everything you read, simply be-

cause it’s flashy, or makes good copy, as the 
newspaper people say.  Make it your aim to 
study the facts wisely, and to intelligently 
form opinions.  Even the Bible clearly states 
that there must be “two or three witness-
es.” (I Timothy 5:19)  
We cannot be associated 
with certain segments of 
society that jump to con-
clusions that are hokey.  
That will ruin our wit-
ness for Christ.  Remem-
ber, Jesus was all about the TRUTH.  He 
even claimed to be “the truth.” (John 14:6)  
The Apostle Paul warned his young protégé, 

Timothy, to avoid foolish speculation and igno-
rance.  These kinds of things only produce quar-
rels … and the Lord knows we can do without 
those in the Church. 
 
 I do realize that there are differing ideolo-
gies in reference to news sources these days.  
Some see certain media sources as “too liberal” or 
“too conservative,” while others are considered 
“buffoons” or “egotists.”  I guess the days of Chet 
Huntley & David Brinkley or Walter Cronkite are 
beyond us now. (Some of you won’t get that one 
… Google them!)  Wherever you choose to garner 
your news from, just do so with a critical ear.  Be 
smart in how you interpret the information given.  
Don’t just take everything at face value.  Check 
your facts and do your research.  Share wisely and 
lovingly.  Remember … our witness is what is 
most important. 

   Pastor Pete 
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 GARDEN SEED SORTING HELPERS NEEDED! 
Tuesday, May 5th   3:00 PM 

   Fellowship Hall 
 Though most of Ohio will not be getting plants and gar-

den seeds this year, Scioto County Will!   
 

Trish and Jackie Need YOUR Help Tuesday at 3:00 p.m. 
We have masks and gloves and will be spaced 6’ 
apart, assembly line style.    
 

We will stuff seed packets into lunch sacks and need to 
fill 600 bags!  We could use ALL TEN of our group size 
LIMIT!  With 10 people we should be able to complete 
our task in about 90 minutes. This could count towards 
community hours for Key Club or 
others!   
 

IF YOU CAN HELP   
Please Contact:  Trish Shaffer 

(740)858-2307 or Jackie Blan-
ton (740)858-6311 or send 

them a message on Facebook! 

5 - Larry Livingston      5 - Blaine Scott 
6 - Dave Lester      6 - Tanner Richards 
16 - Craig Castle      16 - Steve Mignerey 
18 - Linda Horner      20 - Tammi Castle 
20 - Barb Phillips      20 - Ruth Charles 
20 - Carl Weghorst      21 - Angie Renn 
22 - Linny Livingston      23 - Donnie Richards 
27 - Beth Campbell      27 - Emily Weghorst 
28 - Kristy Terry      28 - Joe Bernard 

1 - Gary & Becky Sparks 
26 - Rick & Lois Phillips 
28 - JR & Lori Hosinger 

Can you find the names of 16 books of the 
Bible hidden in the paragraph below? 
 
 I once made a remark about the hidden books of the 
Bible (merely by fluke).  It kept people looking so hard 
for the facts and for others it was a revelation.  Some 
were in a jam, especially since the name of the books  

were not capitalized, but the truth finally struck home to numbers of read-
ers.  To others it was a real job.  We want it to be a most fascinating few 
moments for you.  Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot.  Others 
may require judges to help them.  I will quickly admit it usually takes a 
minister to find one of them, and there will be loud lamentations when it is 
found.  A little lady says she brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate bet-
ter.  See how well you can compete.  Relax now. 
 

There really are sixteen names of books of the Bible hidden in this story! 
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 OFFERINGS 

 
March 25  $2,396.57 
March 29  $1,228.00 
April 12  $5,959.00 
April 14  $1,360.00 
April 19  $2,150.00 
April 30  $2,841.00 

ATTENDANCE 

Drive In  Church 
April 12   98 
April 19   79 
 

 Thank you so much for the church newsletter.  We raised 
our children (Rick, Robin, & Radean) in your church.  Robin was 
married there 21 years ago and we all treasure our memories 
from there.  God bless all of you.      Gloria & Dick Riddle 

Dear Church Family, 
 I pray that you are all well and blessed.  I miss you all, A 
LOT.  I am enjoying Pete’s messages and the morning devotional 
book, “It Is Finished”, Trish gave us for the Lenten season.  
Praying this is over soon, but thankful we are where we are to 
ride it out.  That’s a blessing in itself.  Love to all, Jamie Prater 

Pray Without Ceasing! 

 Wanted to send a note of thanks for all the work you—
and so many put in so we could have an Easter Service.  It 
Worked!  It was Fine!  Please let everyone involved know how 
much it was appreciated.  Satan didn’t win on the cross, and He 
didn’t win Sunday either!  Take care and stay safe!  John Hill 

God is in control! 

Dear Nauvoo UMC, 
 Thanks for your March support of House of Faith Or-
phanage.  We appreciate your sacrifice and love.  Hope all of are 
well in this time of global plague.  Haiti has the virus too, but not 
too much.  All of our boys are staying inside the orphanage 
walls.  I think God is trying to wake up the world with this pan-
demic,  May God continue to bless your church.  We are having 
church Sunday mornings at the drive-in theater.  We all stay in 
our cars and our pastor stands on the back of a pickup truck and 
preaches.  It come over our radio.  It is good to find a way to 
worship when we can’t meet in our church. 
   Love, “Mom” Barb Richter 

 Hi! I really am missing eve-
ryone and especially church!  Hope 
to see you all soon!       
    Wilma Gore

Nauvooumc.org 
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HIST0RIC  DRIVE-IN  CHURCH  SERVICE  STARTED  EASTER,  April 12, 2020 
Because of the COVID -19 outbreak, we have been unable to worship in the sanctuary since March 15th.  
For a few weeks, Pastor Pete with the help of Donnie Richards, taped the Sunday messages with no audi-
ence present, to view on You Tube and Facebook.   

For Easter Sunday, it was decided to give Drive-In Church a try!  Chuck Horner had a low frequency radio 
transmitter that he had used for his Christmas light-music display and offered to set it up for use during the 
service.  This way, the service could be heard on the individual car radios and we would still be able to 
practice “social distancing.”  Despite a drizzling rain, about 37 cars, holding 97-100 people joined us on the 
front parking lot!  It was a unique experience, with still some rough spots to work out, but overall the ser-
vice was welcomed by all!  It was just great to gather together, even if apart, and to worship our risen Lord! 

Pastor Pete lead singing with his guitar and preached from under the front porch roof.  During the offering 
time, Jamie Prater sang a solo and played her guitar to the song, “Come With Me,”  by Buddy Greene.  
Then Pastor Pete played guitar while Trish Shaffer & Jamie sang “Easter Song,” by Annie Herring.   

We had wonderful ushers use butterfly nets to collect the offering so that no one had to handle a container.  
The ushers, also acting as parking lot helpers included:  J.R. Holsinger, Scott Bauer, Brennan Bauer, Spen-
cer Cutlip, Danny Artis and Paul Conley. 
   

Roger Cunningham brought a hay wagon to park on the front 
lawn across from the parking lot!  On Sunday,  May3rd  more 
people will be able to see Pastor Pete while he preaches.  So 
Please: Pray for NO RAIN on Sunday mornings!  

Top:  A view of the 
parking lot from 
the front porch 
before service 
started 
 
Left: J.R. 
Holsinger gives a 
bulletin to the  
Irwin family.  
 
Right:  Scott Bauer 
uses a butterfly net 
to collect the offer-
ing. 
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Above Left to Right:  Eric & Allison Hurst,  Cindy Hurley and John Hill 

Below Left to Right:  Dot Hoop, Jackie Blanton, Diann & Butch Cook 

Above Left :  Pastor Pete leads the singing 

Above  Right:  Pastor Pete adjusts Jamie Prater's mic as she sings  “Come With Me.” 
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Row 2:   
Joyce Coleman 

&Victoria Keen, 
 April Skaggs & 
Suzette Skaggs 

 

Row 1:   
Noah Lituchy & 

 Sarah Livingston,  
Tracy Scott 

 

Row 3:   
Mike & Lori 

Payne,  
Heather & Brian 

Howard 

 

Row 4:   
Bobbie Jo Bricker & 
Charlie Jo Howard,  

Judy & Mark  
Browning 
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Row 3:   
Mike & Barb 

Warner,  
David & Mary  

Maple 

 

Some of the 
Saints at Easter 

Drive-In Worship 
(All Left to Right) 

 

Row 1:   
Bev Mignerey,  

Christy & Kenny Irwin 

 

Row 2:   
Delbert Entler &  

Kima Lauder,  
 Tracy Bauer &  
Cathy Coleman 

 

Row 4:   
Tanner &  

Pam Richards,  
Emily Weghorst & 

Friend 
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Nauvoo United Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

 

 
All High School  &  
College Graduates  

Recognized on May 24th  
(Pending announcements from Governor DeWine) 

We want to know who you are!! 
 

PLEASE Call or Text  
Pete: (740-370-5490) OR  

Email:  secretary@nauvooumc.org 
 

mailto:pastor@nauvooumc.org

