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“We will sing for joy over your victory, and in the 
name of our God we will set up our banners.” 

      - Psalm  20 : 5a 
 

 June 14 is a special day on our nation’s calen-
dar; it’s Flag Day.  That is the day we celebrate our 

country’s “standard.”  Old Glory, as 
she is sometimes called, has a very 
storied history.  Most elementary 
students are taught that the original 
flag that flew over our Revolutionary 
army was sewn by a certain 
Mrs. Betsy Ross of Philadel-

phia, at the request of General George Wash-
ington.  He, and a Committee of Three, were 
assigned the task of designing an Ensign for 
the fledgling nation.  Gen. Washington knew 
Betsy from attending church with her, and she 
had also done some sewing for him. 
  
 Betsy boldly made some adjustments to the 
design she was originally given, which met with the 
Committee’s approval.  Betsy said the stars should be 
“five pointed, not six,” and she and the General agreed 
that the stars – which represented each of the colonies 
– should be in a circle, “so that all 
are equal and one is not above an-
other.”  She also convinced them 
that the flag should be one third 
longer than its width, and not 
square.  Once these details were 
ironed out, Mrs. Ross went to work.  
Her finished product was met with 
great joy and elation.  The colonial 
troops and the members of the Continental Congress 
all overwhelmingly approved.  History is not clear if 
Mrs. Ross was compensated for her efforts, nor if she 
made more than one flag.  Most likely, if she received 
any payment whatsoever, it most likely came straight 
from the pockets of General Washington.  And, my 
suspicion is that she, and her husband (they were both 
in the upholstery business) cranked out many flags for 
the Continental Army. 
 
 Of course, over the years, the Flag of the Unit-
ed States has undergone many changes.  In the early 
days, not only was a star added for each new state, but 
also a stripe was added as well.  That practice changed 
quickly, however, and flags went back to having thir-
teen red and white stripes, representing the original 
colonies.  It was also deemed appropriate to make 
flags of all sizes, just so long as Betsy’s formula (1⅓ 
to 1) was followed.  I know that during the recent Me-
morial Day holiday, US flags of all shapes and sizes 

were used as an integral part of the celebration.  See-
ing those standards flying in the breeze can make our 
hearts well up with national pride. 
 
 Christianity also has a flag, and one hangs in 
the sanctuary.  It was first conceived in September, 
1897.  It was later designed and produced in 1907, and 
officially adopted by the Fed-
eral Council of Churches on 
January 23, 1942.  It is used 
by dozens of denominations 

and fellowships.  It is a 
solid white flag, with a 
red cross centered within a blue canton.  The 
white represents peace and the purity of Christ; 
the blue symbolizes the sky where heaven is lo-
cated; the Cross is red, representing the blood of 
the Lord.  Interestingly, no one holds the “rights” 
to the Christian Flag.  It is free to be used and 
copied by all churches and Christians. 

 
 Flags have been used for centuries by armies 
and nations.  However one refers to them – either a 
Standard, an Ensign or a Banner – flags can be used 
for signaling, leading or claiming.  Even the Psalmist, 
some 3,000 years ago, knew the purposes and usages 
of flags, and declared that banners would be raised as 
evidence of God’s victory over His enemies.  What 
King David knew then, we still know today:  God will 
not be defeated!  That truth needs to be proclaimed 
throughout the countryside, in the cities and on flag-
poles everywhere.  Our God goes forth from victory to 
victory, and leads His people in triumph!  What a 
great message to share with anyone who is feeling 
down or despondent.  Back in 1991, the Christian rock 
band, Whitecross, released a song called Holy War.  
In one of the verses, they sang, 
 
 Listen, heed the warning thru the heavens 
 and thru the earth; 
 He returns to claim His people 
 made alive in the second birth. 
 Rise up, holy nation, you are victors 
 in Jesus's name! 
 Take a stand and raise a standard 
 with the word that we proclaim. 
 
Go forth to victory, Church! 
 

 

         Pastor Pete 
 

God will 

not be 

defeated! 
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 For Nauvoo UMC is now available 
through the West Ohio Conference web-
site at: 
 

www.westohioumc.org,  
 

click on the donate button and follow the 
prompts.   
 

The following link will also go to the do-
nate page:  https://bit.ly/2ZPRABQ 
 

You can also find the link on the church 
Facebook page. 

 Thank you for the 
many blessings the church 
brings to our community. 
Marvin & Norma Distel 

...held at Shawnee State Lodge in June and 
July have been Canceled this year.  There-
fore we will not be having our annual Ice 

Cream Social with them this year.   

  1 — Mike Warner 
  7 — Caleb Peebles 
  8 — Bev Mignerey 
  8 — Kevin Kisor 
  9 — Frances Williamson 
  9 — Diane Reese 
10 — Dot Hoop 
10 — Karen Jenkins 
11 — Wade Wetzig 
12 — Helen Malone 
14 — Shelby Shaffer 
16 — Isaac Horner 
16 — Hunter Terry 
17 — Misti Cunningham 
18 — Tracy Scott 
21 — Lori Payne 
22 — Steven Irwin 
23 — Kennedy Lyon 
24 — Brentley Hopkins 
25 — Charlie Jo Howard 
26 — Heather Howard 
26 — Pete Shaffer 

June 4 — Joe & Kristen Bernard 
June 5 — Brian & Heather Howard 
June 25 — Scott & Tracy Bauer 
June 26 — Paul & Kima Lauder 
June 29 — Larry & Linny Livingston 
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Nauvoo United Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 
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