
   

 
 

“But perceiving that one part were Sadducees and the 
other Pharisees, Paul began crying out in the Council, 

‘Brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of Pharisees; I am on 
trial for the hope and resurrection of the dead!’  And as 
he said this, there arose a dissension between the Phari-
sees and the Sadducess; and the assembly was divided … 
and there arose a great uproar; and some of the scribes of 
the Pharisaic party stood up and began to argue heatedly, 
saying, ‘We find nothing wrong with this man; suppose a 

spirit or an angel has spoken to him?’” 
 

               -- Acts  23 : 6 – 7, 9 
 

 Have you ever tried to learn a foreign language?  
Maybe you were required to study French, Latin or Spanish 
in high school.  (For me, it was Spanish.)  It’s possible that 

some of you decided to learn some oth-
er language in preparation 
for traveling to a country 
where speaking English 
was not an option.  In my 
case, I was required to learn 
ancient, or Attic, Greek as 
part of my seminary stud-

ies.  Since the New Testament was originally 
written in Greek, we were required to have a working 
knowledge of a language that is now, quite honestly, ex-
tinct.  But if you’ve “been there, done that” (as the saying 
goes), you know what I mean about learning “vocabulary.”  
No matter what language you take up, you soon come to 
understand that each lesson, or chapter, has a list of vocab-
ulary words that the student must commit to memory in 
order to proceed.  Usually you start off learning very basic 
nouns and verbs.  Before long, you learn to string them to-
gether in such a way so as to form basic sentences or ques-
tions.  But, with each new lesson comes more vocabulary 
… and more … and more! 
 
 In recent days, with the COVID-19 situation we 
find ourselves in, it seems we have had to learn some new 
vocabulary in our own language.  I’m sure that four or five 
weeks ago, none of us were saying phrases that included 
the words “Coronavirus,” “shelter-in-place,” or 
“chloroquine.”  And not only have we had to learn what 
this new terminology means, but we have had 
to learn what to do with it.  Let’s face it, the 
stockpiling of information can only take us so 
far.  It’s how we use that information that re-
ally counts.  We’ve been on a roller coaster 
ride of gathering and sifting information, pro-
tecting our loved ones, checking our emo-
tions, and exercising our faith.  And we’re still wondering 
… will it be enough? 
 
 The Apostle Paul found himself in a rather similar 
and scary situation.  The incident was recorded for us by 
Dr. Luke in the twenty-third chapter of Acts.  Paul had 
gone to the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem to fulfill the re-
quirements of purification and offer sacrifices.  He was 
recognized by some there, and they accused him of preach-

ing false doctrine, bringing Greeks 
into the Temple, and creating con-
fusion.  A near riot ensued, and 
Roman soldiers entered the melee.  
They arrested Paul and set out to 
beat him.  Once they learned he 
was a free Roman citizen, they 
thought better of it, and turned him back over to the Jewish 
authorities.  They, in turn, brought him before the Sanhed-
rin, the Jewish religious court.  Once again, Paul was 
branded with false charges, and the High Priest even had 
him slapped in the face. 
 
 Paul was incensed, but he was also very shrewd.  
He looked about the room, and noticed that the makeup of 
the court was pretty much evenly divided between Phari-

sees (like himself), who were proponents of the 
entire Old Testament – the Books of Moses, the 
Prophets, and the wisdom literature – and Sad-
ducees, who were strict adherents to the writings 
of Moses only.  They didn’t accept anything 
from the writings of the prophets or the psalm-
ists as God-given.  Paul raised his voice above 
the murmuring and shouted that he was on trial 

for believing in the hope of the resurrection of the dead.  
And then the fight started.  That word “resurrection” had 
absolutely no place in the language of the Sadducees.  It 
wasn’t in their vocabulary. 
 
 It was in Paul’s vocabulary, though.  Some years 
earlier, he had encountered the resurrected Jesus Christ 
while traveling to Damascus.  That event 
had changed his life.  Paul became the most 
traveled evangelist and church planter, as 
well as one of the first great leaders of the 
Christian Church.  Because of Christ’s resur-
rection, Paul was transformed into an amaz-
ingly gifted speaker, teacher, and soul-
winner.  While his early life had made him a scholar, and 
had given him much earthly wisdom, the reality of the res-
urrection had given his life true meaning.  He would later 
assert that if the resurrection were not true, then “we are of 
all men most to be pitied.” (I COR 15:19) 
 
 How about you?  Is the word “resurrection” in your 
vocabulary?  I’m not asking if you’ve ever heard of the 
word or know how to pronounce it.  I’m asking you if the 
resurrection event … the reason we celebrate Easter … has 
made a difference for you and has given your life true 
meaning.  The Bible clearly states that, “if you confess with 
your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” (ROM 
10:9)  The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the most signifi-
cant event in the history of the human race.  I pray that it 
will make all the difference for each one of you. 
 
   Happy Easter!    

   Pastor Pete 

Is the word 
“resurrection” 

in your 
vocabulary? 
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Church Committee  
Meetings   

 

Meetings will be on an as needed basis.  
We will let you know beforehand if we 
need to meet.  Thank you all for your  

understanding. 
 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee 
Monday, ??? @ 7:00 PM 
CHAIR:  Cindy Hurley 

 

Administrative Board 
Monday, ??? @ 6:30 PM 

CHAIR:  Tim Renn 
 

Trustees 
Monday, ??? @ 6:00 PM 
CHAIR:  JR Holsinger 

SHOEBOX  
PACKING 

IDEAS 
 

Keep an eye out for  
clearance items such as hats, 

gloves, scarves, earmuff, 
socks, underwear, etc.  

Immediately after Easter 
look for the small, stuffed 

animals on clearance, as well 
as small toys.  Remember to 
pray for shoeboxes that are 
still being delivered around 

the world!  If you have heard 
back from any of your shoe-
boxes, please be sure to share 

with us!! 

It’s Time to Save Seeds!  
JACKSON AREA MINISTRIES  

GARDENING PROJECT 

HELPS PEOPLE TO HELP THEMSELVES 

  

       DESIRED SEEDS:      

Corn and Bush Beans in bulk 
would be greatly appreciated 

Beets     
Broccoli                             
Cabbage   
Carrots 
Cauliflower    
Corn 
Cucumbers 
Green/Bush Beans    

Herbs 
Lettuce 
Melons 
Peppers  
Radishes  
Spinach/Greens 
Squash/Pumpkins    
Turnips                             

DEADLINE: 
Easter Sunday 

LAST YEAR’S REPORT 
 

Donations from 20 states 
14,688 tomato plants  

43,550 lbs. Seed Potatoes 
2,268 families helped  

 
26 Community gardens 
in Jackson, Athens and 
Highland counties har-
vested produce for area 

food pantries 

WE HELP 

Persons who have lost jobs, 

Senior Citizens         
  Families on Low Incomes 
Families on Fixed Incomes 
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Easter Egg Hunt 
 

at the Fire Station 

 

POSTPONED—Date to be announced! 

Easter Sunday Worship Service 
Nauvoo United Methodist Church 

Leadership of the church is working to make some kind of Easter 
Sunday Service available.  Information will be forthcoming as 

soon as possible 
Pastor Pete Shaffer 

Oct. 9-11 
 

Ann Yos Kamp 
Jennie Allen 

Angela Thomas Pharr 
Alli Worthington 

Matthew West 
*Special Guest to be 

announced 

Women of Joy Conference 
 

October 9 — 11 
Pigeon Forge, TN 

 
Doors Open on  

Friday, October 9th at 5:30 PM 
7:00 PM—Main Session 

8:30 PM—Concert 
 

Saturday, October 10th 
8:30 AM—12:00 PM 

Sessions 
8:00 PM—Concert 
With Matthew West 

 
Sunday, October 11th 
9:00 AM—Sessions 

 
Conference Only Cost 

10+ —$99 
1 person—$109 

 
April 15th Deadline to Register 

 
For more information—Contact  
Jennie Entler @ 740-357-8349 
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OFFERINGS 

 
March 1  $4,158.84 
March 8  $4,215.50 
March 15  $3,037.09 

ATTENDANCE 

March 1 63 
March 8 54 
March 15 57 

Our Sympathy To The Friends and Family of: 
 

Bob Stahler, husband of Debbie, father of Michelle 

 Thanks for your donation to House of Faith Orphanage.  
We appreciate it very much.  Thanks for your prayers.  Haiti is 
having much kidnapping right now.  Only God can fix their prob-
lem.  Last week all the boys got to go on a mission camping trip.  
They had church services every day.  And then had time for recrea-
tion.  They were taken up in the mountain to get away from the ac-
tivities of Carnaval that was going on.  Lots of voodoo goes on that 
week with loud music all night.  May God continue to bless you. 
  Love, “Mom” Barb Richter 
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Administrative Board Highlights for Monday, March 9, 2020 
 

Attendance: (9) Pastor Pete Shaffer, Paul & Sondi Conley, Linny Livingston, Jennie Entler, JR Holsinger, Pam Lester, 
Cindy Hurley and Rhonda Hammond.            Pastor  Pete called the meeting to order  and said the opening prayer .  
 

PASTORS REPORT:  PASTOR PETE SHAFFER’S SCHEDULE 
MON 1/20   7:30 PM OVFA @ S. Webster FD 
SUN 3/29   3:00 PM Vespers @ Hillview 
MON 4/6 12:00 PM Scioto Co UM Clergy @ Hillview 
TUE 4/7   7:30 PM WTFD Corp Mtg 
 

FEB CALENDAR 
FRI-SAT 3/20-3/21 6:00 PM Prayer Vigil 
FRI  3/27  7:00 PM Family Movie Night @ Church 
SUN  4/5     Easter Egg Hunt @ Fire Dept. After Worship 
SUN  4/26  11:00 AM By Grace will have the Morning Worship Service 
SUN  5/17  11:00 AM Graduation Sunday 
 

We have 3 graduating that we can think of right now:  Nick Davis, Brennan Bauer, and Tanner Richards.  Pete will ask 
Leichia if there are any others in the group of boys she brings on Sunday mornings. 

Pam Lester will get the palm leaves for Palm Sunday. 
Ralph Clay is the new Chaplain at Hillview.  Dick North retired and moved west. 

 

TREASURER REPORT:  Jennie Entler  
 Beginning Balance  $  2,273.78 
     Offerings  $13,665.34 
     Expenses  $14,161.70 
     Ending Balance  $  1,777.42 
   

Offerings are $966 per week under budget. 
We really need to watch our spending.   
Rhonda to call Cokesbury to see about lower the number of bulletins we get for weekly use.  We currently get 150 and 

Rhonda is only using 75 each week. 
 

PPRC--  Cindy Hurley.   
They talked about Pete’s schedule. 
Cindy went to a meeting at Wheelersburg UMC to take a class on the PPRC Committee and its responsibilities with Greg 

Stoever.  She said that  it was very interesting and she learned some things that she did not know. 
 

TRUSTEES– Met February 24th with 5 in attendance 
They redid the Men’s Restroom, new toilet, and a lock.  Still need to paint it. 
New computers are up and running in the church office and the sound room.   
JR adjusted the lock on the basement door, because of complaints that it was too hard to unlock.   

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY – Everything going good.   
 

SERVICE STEWARDS – Pam Lester 
15 Christmas boxes were prepared and delivered 
Service Stewards had bereavement meals for the Holsinger and Litz families. 
March LOVE Meals this week.  Prepared 15 meals in February. 
Taking dessert to Valley UMC for after the Lenten service. 
Sunrise breakfast—Pam and Paul will be needing help as it is just a couple weeks after Paul’s surgery. 
Thank you to Larry and the Trustees for the new faucet in the kitchen 

 

YOUTH – on hold right now due to the Lenten services.  Going to take them to some of the Lenten services.  (cancelled) 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Pete said that they turned the website over to FM Solutions for a trial period.  Pete thinks it looks good and wanted feedback 

from the rest of the board.  Everyone liked it and wanted to switch services over to FM Solutions.  Pete will call and give 
them okay.  Once everything is working, we will then cancel 1&1. 

Valentine Party—it was the biggest one we have had.  Pam said she thought everything went well and everyone on the board 
agreed.  Everyone seemed to have a good time and really liked having it at Mex-Itali. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
General Conference May 5—14 (now postponed) 
Annual Conference June 7—11 
 

Pete closed the meeting.  Paul said the prayer 
 

Next meeting will be April 13th at 6:30 PM 
Minutes submitted by Rhonda Hammond  
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Nauvoo United Methodist Church 
1403 Fifth Street  
West Portsmouth, OH  45663-6109 
 

Rev. Pete Shaffer, Pastor     
E-mail:  pastor@nauvooumc.org 
(740) 858-2621 Church     
(740) 370-5490 Cell Phone 
Website:  www.nauvooumc.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

 

mailto:pastor@nauvooumc.org

